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NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ancona, Arnold,James 8. Brown, 
Chanier, Cobb, Cox, Thomas T’. Davis, Denison, DOD- 
nelly, Eden, Edgerion, Eldridge, Eliot, Finck, Frank, Gar- 
field, Harding, Uarriugton, Herrick, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 
Littlejohn, Long, Matiory, Marcy, McDowell, MeIndoe, 
McKinney, Witham H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, | 
Noble, Jolin O*Neiti, Pendleton, Radford, Samuel J. Rau- 
dall, James 8S. Rollins, Ross, John B. Steele, William G. 
Steele, Stiles, Stuart, Sweat, Townsend, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Wheeler, Windom, and Benjamin Wood—3s7. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. 
Alien, Anderson, Blair, Bliss, William G. Brown, Free 
man Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Cravens, Creswell, Dawson, 
Deming, Driggs, Dumont, Fenton, Grider, Griswold, Hale, | 
Halt, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Hutchins, 
Philip Johuson, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kasson, 
King, LeBiond, Longyear, McAllister, McBrideMiddle 
ton, Nelson, Perry, Pruyn, William H Randall, Rogers, 
Strouse, Voorhees, Webster, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—40. 


So the preamble and joint resolution were 
passed. 

Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and also to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend the title so 
as to read as follows: 


A joint resolution authorizing the Presidentof the United | 
States to give to the Government of Great Britain the no- | 
tice required for the termination of the treaty of reciprocity | 
of the Sth day of June, A. D, 1854. | 


The motion was agreed to. 1) 


MAJOR N. 8. BRINTON. 


By unanimous consent, the House took from 
the Speaker’s table and proceeded to consider a || 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 104) reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs for the relief | 
of Major N.S. Brinton. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Asa bill has already been 

assed for the relief of Major Brinton, I move to 
* this joint resolution on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

PRINTING TREASURY REPORT. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK reported back from the | 
Committee on Printing the following resolution; | 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That fifteen hundred copies of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the accompanying docu- | 
ments, and one hundred and fifty copies of the estimates 
of appropriation, be printed for the use of the Treasury 
Department. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and | 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATION OF LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DAWES. I move that the remonstrance, 
referred some days ago to the Committee of 
Elections, against the claim of certain gentlemen 
to represent the State of Louisiana, be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SCHENCK, the 
House (at twenty minutes after three o’clock, p. 
m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 14, 1864. 

Prayer by Rev. W. H. Cuannine, D.'D., 
Chaplain to the House of Representatives. 

Hon. Wittarp Sautspurr, of Delaware, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. NESMITH presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Oregon in favor of the location of 
a national foundery, arsenal, and manufactory of 
arms at the falls of the Willamette, near Oregon 
City, in that State; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. | 

Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of medi- 
cal storekeepers praying to be allowed the pay and 
emoluments of surgeons in the Army; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 

tary Affairsand the Militia, to whom was referred 


3 

















| 





1] 
| 
| 


| 


the joint resolution (S. No. 82) to encourage en- 

| listments and promote the efficiency of the mili- 
tary forces of the United States, reported it with- 
out amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 


Judiciary, to whom wasreferred a resolution rel- | 
ative to the pardon indorsed by the President of 


the United States on the petition of Lucien An- 
derson and others in behalf of William Yocum, 
now confined in the penitentiary at Albany, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of the members of the 
grand and petit juries in attendance at the circuit | 


and district courts of the United States in the dis- | 
trict of Michigan praying for an increase of their || 
| compensation, asked to be discharged from its 

| further consideration; which was agreed to. | 
| 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a petition of members of the bar of | 


the Districtof Columbia praying that the supreme 
court of the District be authorized to appoint a ste- 
nographic reporter, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 


TITANKS TO CAPTAIN WINSLOW. 
Mr. GRIMES. lam instructed by the Com- 


| mittee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 


message of the President of the United States, of 
the Sth instant, recommending the passage of a 
vote of thanks to Captain John A. Winslow, of 
the United States Navy, to report a joint resola- 
tion to that effect. The facts in regard to this 


matter are known to all the members of the Sen- | 


ate, and | presume that I shall be only carrying 
out the views of this body in asking that the res- 
olution may now be considered, 

3y Unanimous consent the joint resolution 
(S. No. 83) tendering the thanks of Congress to 
Captain John A. Winslow, United States Navy, 


and to the officers and men under his command | 
| on board the United States steamer Kearsarge, in 


the conflict with the piratical craft, the Alabama, 
in compliance with the President’s recommenda- 


tion to Congress of the Sth of December, 1864, || 


was read three times and passed. 
THANKS TO LIEUTENANT CUSHING. 
Mr. GRIMES. I am/also instructed by the 


same committee, to whom was referred a similar 
message of the President recommending a vote 


of thanks to Lieutenant William B. Cushing, of | 


the United States Navy, to report a joint resolu- 
tion; and if there be no objection I wiil make the 
same motion in regard to it, that the Senate now 
proceed to its consideration. 


There being no objection, the joint resolution | 
(S. No. 84) tendering the thanks of Congress | 


to Lieutenant William B. Cushing, United States 
Navy, and to the officers and men who assisted 
him in his gallant and perilous achievement in 
destroying the rebel steamer Albemarle, in com- 
pliance with the President’s recommendation to 
Congress of the 5th of December, 1864, was read 
three times and passed. 


DISTRICT COURT OF INDIANA. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
352) authorizing the holding of a special session 


of the United States district court for the district | 
of Indiana, and for other purposes, have directed | 


mé to report it back with amendments. The only 
object of the bill is to hold a special term of the 
district court in the State of Indiana, which has 


been rendered necessary in consequence of the | 
decease of the judge, and as the term is fixed for 
an early day, at the request of the Senators from | 
that State, lask the Senate to consider the bill at || 


this time. 
Mr. BROWN. 
discussion ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. None at all. 


term of the court. 


‘There being no Bifoction, the Renate in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the |! 


The Committee on the || 


Is the bill going to give rise to | 


It merely | 
proposes to authorize the holding of a special | 


bill. It provides thata special session of the Uni- 
ted States district court for the State of Indiana 
shall be holden at the usual place of holding the 
court on the third Tuesday of December, 1864. 

The second section provides that all’ sus and 
proceedings of a civil or criminal nature now 
pending in, or returnable to, the court, shall be 
proceeded in, heard, tried, and determined by the 
court at the speeia!l session in the same manner 
as ata regular term, and the judge is empowered 
to order the impanneling of a petit and grand jury 
for the session. 

The third section provides that the judge of a 
district court may, at any ime, order a special ses- 
sion upon due notice, given in such mauner as 
he may by order direct, for the transaction of any 
business embraced in the order directing the spe- 
cial session. 

The first amendment of the Committee on the 
| Judiciary was to strike out, at the end of the first 
section, the following words, * the third Tuesday 
in December, in the year of our Lord 1864,’’ and 
to insert in lieu thereof, ‘the first Tuesday of 
January, 1865.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| The next amendment of the committee was to 
strike out the third section of the bill. 
|| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


| The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. ‘The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, the title of the 
bill wasamended by striking out the words ‘fand 
for other purposes,” so as to read: A bill author- 
izing the holding of a special session of the United 
|| States district court for the district of Indiana. 


RAIDS FROM THE BRITISH PROVINCES. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, [ see in 
this morning’s paper the following announcement: 


| * Toronto, December 13.—The St. Albans raiders have 
|| been discharged for want of jurisdiction, There is much 
|| excitement.’? 


I desire to offer a couple of resolutions this 
|| morning bearing upon this subject, one of them 
|, particalarly; but ldo not expect to make the Sen- 
| ate understand the state of fecling that exists on 
the Canadian border. I have a great number of 
letters in my possession from gentlemen living 
upon that border. In my own city, which is 
within musket range of the Canadian shore, thou- 
sands of the citizens have been under arms for a 
long time, and we have been under a continuous 
| state of alarm for fear of incendiaries, murderers, 
burglars, and robbers from the Canadian frontier. 
From the announcement that | have read it would 
seem to appear that the Canadian authorities have 
made up their minds to protect these raiders. Ags 
I understand it, a man goes from the South to 
Canada with acommission purporting to be issued 
by Mr. Davis, enlists his raiding party, crosses 
the frontier, murders, robs, burns, destroys, re- 
turns again to Canada, and is there protected by 
the authorities. ‘The letters which I have in my 
possession are all bearing upon that point. The 
one | now hold in my hand is from one of our 
most respectable citizens in the city of Detroit, a 
gentleman of great wealth, of high political and 
social position, and who earnestly desires to avoid 
a difficulty with Great Britain at this time. He 
says: y 

“The anxiety growing out of the mist and doubt encir- 
cling every rumor that reaches us is not to be endured, and 
upon some slight provocation, one of these days, regardless 
of neutral lines, our people will be found in Canada en- 
gaged in some act that the Canadian Government will say 


is wrong, and, sooner or later, war will be the result; this 
we do not want.’ 


|| Again he says: 

/ «Will you give it your attention, for I think itinvolves, 
—- or later, if not properly heeded, war with Eng- 
and. 

As I said when I commenced, I have no ex- 
| pectation of making the Senate comprehend this 
| state of excitement, this intense state of feeling 
which exists on that border. Vermont may, for 
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aught f kn W, quietly submit to have her towns 
robbed and burned and her citizens murdered, 
|not. The people cannot 
ined unless the Government takes prompt 
and inimediate action upon this subject; and I 
to offer the following resolution on the 
subject. It may not meet the views of the Sen- 
ate, but I offer it for the purpose of having the 
subject referre d to a committee; and I have an- | 
other to follow it: 

Whereas raids have been organized in the Canadas and 
Nova Scotia, and men enlisted in said British provinces by 


but the Northwest wi 


be restr 


desire 


meen purporting to hold commissions from the rebels of the 
United States tor the purpose of robbing and musdering 
5 ible citizens of the United States, of burning cities 

villages, of piratically capturing merchant vessels and 

lering their crews, being a general system of murder, 
arson, robberies, and plunders of the peaceable and unarmed 
¢ zens ofthe United States; and whereas the people ot 


in disposed to protect these thieves, 
inecudiaries, pirat ind murderers, not only in 
hety ‘ f ity, but by the quibbles of the law: 


i i iv tard mpaecily 


I . 
Hesolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of immediately enlist 
1 Army corps to watch and defend our territory bor 
dering on the lakes and Canadian live from all hostile 


gemonstrations. 

| ask for the present consideration of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection is 
made, and the resolution will lie over until to- 
morrow. 

CHANDLER. I 
tion be printed, 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. move that the resolu- 


RECLAMATION ON GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. [had hoped that that reso- 
lution would pass unanimously this morning; but 
as it is objected to, of course it must lie over. | 
now offer the following resolution: 

Whereas at the commencement of the present rebellion 
the United States were at peace with the Governments of 
the world, and upon terms of comity and good-wili with 


Great Britain; and whereas that nation, betore the arrival 


ou ter soil of our minister accredited by the administration 
of President Lincoin, precipitately acknowledged the rebels 
is belligerents, thus recognizing their flag upon the ocean, 
without which recognition it would have been regarded and 


ted as piratical by all other Powers; and whereas she 
ten proclaimed perfect neutrality between a Republie with 

lich she bad entertained friendly relations tor upward 
of haifa century and its treasonable subjects; and whereas 
numbers of ber subjects, with the knowledge of her Gov 
ernment, commenced fitting out British iast-sailing ships, 
toaded with munitions of war, for the purpose of running 
Is, thus turnishing therm 
the means of organizing and continuing the rebellion, and 
without which it could not have sustained itself six months 3 
and whereas, in addition to the above, and with the knowl 
edge of the Government, British subjects and members of 
Parliament engaged io the manufacture of piratical English 
ships, owned by British subjects, manned by British sea 
men, and sailing under British colors, for the purpose of 
burning, destroying, and utterly driving from the ocean all 
peaceful merchant vessels sailing under the United States 
flag; and whereas many private and unarmed American 
ships have been burned and destroyed by these pirates from 
British ports, thus causing great loss and damage to the 
chizens of the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed im- 
mediately to make outa list of each ship and cargo thus 
destroyed, with a fiir and separate valuation thereof, and 
interest thereon at the rate of six per cent. per annum from 
Ue date of capture or destruction to the date of presenta- 

ou, and that he be directed to demand from the British 
Governinent payment in tuil for all ships and cargoes de- 
stroyed as atoresaid. 


into our blockaded ports to the reb 


1 ask for the present consideration of the reso- 
lution, and move that it be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
unanimous consent 
the present time. Is there obj 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 object: 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
beine made, it will lie over. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


It requires 
to consider the resolution at 
jection? 


Objection 


[move that the resolution 


MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr, McPuerson, its Clerk, announced thatthe 
House had passed the following bill and joint res- 
olution, in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

A bill (No. 595) to amend an act entitled An 
act for the punishment of crimes in the District of 
Columbia,” approved March 2, 1831; and 

A joint resolution (No. 56) authorizing the | 
President of the United States to 
ernment of Great Britain the notice required for | 


| olution that I offered the other day, which upon 


| including a 
produc 


| ferries, to be collected by the companies or persons running 
| the same forthe use of the Government. 


| hundredths per cent. per annum, with coupons attached, 
| to be paid out, and to be made a legal tender for their face, 


TH 


|| rah Jones. 


G 


B CONGRESSIONAL 


the termination of the treaty of the 5th of June, A. 
D,. 1854. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled bill, which thereupon received 
the signature of the President pro tempore of the 
Senate: 


A bill (H. R. No. 465) for the relief of Debo- 


ST. LOUIS ARSENAL. 


Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of repealing the act of Congress of 
March 2, 1861, entitled ** An act to remove the United States 
arsenal from the city of St. Louis, and to provide for the 
sale of the lands on which the same is located,” and report 
by bill or otherwise. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 
On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 354) extending the time for 
the completion of certain land-grant railroads in the State 
of Minnesota, and regulating the disposal of lands hereto- 
fore granted said State to aid in the construction of such | 
roads, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


INCREASE OF THE REVENUE. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


I move to take up the res- 


the request of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
CuANDLER] was laid over. The Senator from 
Michigan, Lt believe, did not understand fully the 
purport of the resolution. Itis merely one of in- 
quiry, and I understand he has now no objection | 
to its being passed. It will give rise to no dis- 
cussion. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Doouirrie on the 12th instant: 

Resolved, 
to iaquire 
act to increase the revenue, first, by an additional tax of | 
one per cent. upon all sales of real and personal property, 


That the Committee on Finance be instructed 





, gold or silver coin, or stocks of any description ; 
second, by an additional tax of twenty-five per cent. upon 
the gross receipts, to be added to the present rates, of all 
railroad fares, including street railroads, steamboats, and 


And that said 
committee be further instructed to inquire inéo the propri- 
ety of the passage of a law to prevent the further expansion 
of the currency by the organization of any new banking 

ciations except when they may take the place of some 
existing State bank. And that said committee be further 
instructed to inquire intothe propriety of redeeming all the 
outstanding interest-bearing legal-tender notes, by issuing 
in their stead other notes, in denomination not less than 
filty dollars each, bearing a uniform interest, from the Ist 
day of January in each year, of three and sixty-five one 


with interest added. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the members of the Committee on Finance 
specially to the points mentioned without at all 
entering into a discussion. The resolution in- 
structs the committee to inquire into the propriety 
of a tax on all sales both of real and personal 
property. According to the lowest estimate which 
can be made, that of itself would produce a rev- 
enue of $75,000,000every year. 1t not only pro- 
poses a tax upon sales actually made, but upon 
all bargains or contracts to sell stocks, gold, and 
produce, which will have more of a restraining 
effect upon speculations in gold than any gold 
bills which can be passed making it a penal of- 
fense to sell gold in the market, or to make any 
distinction between gold and paper currency. 

It also proposes that the committee shall in- 
quire into the propriety of adding twenty-five per 
cent, tax to all the railroad fares in the country, 
including street railroads, steamboats, and ferries, 
and making the companies the tax-gatherers for 
the benefit of theGovernment. Here isa source 
of income and of revenue which is the most im- 
mediately accessible, povnnpnect any upon which 
the Government can lay its hand. It will be re- 
ceived in large quantities from powerful compa- 
nies, rich companies, and the revenue to flow into 
the Treasury of the Government will be immense. 
And this is the time, Mr, President, of all others, 
when we should seize hold of those means which 








iveto the Gov- || have. 


Another point in the resolution is an inquiry 


| whether it is not best to prevent the organization 


OBE. 








December 14, 


of any more new banking associations with power 
to put their notes afloat and still further expand 
the circulating medium, allowing at the same time 
those State banks that are now in existence, by 
withdrawing their circulation, to go into operation 
under the general law. 

The fourth point is—and to that I desire spe- 
cially to call the attention of the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance—to attempt in some way 
to substitute some notes of the Government in 
place of all those legal-tender interest-bearing 


| notes which now bear interest from the date of 


their issue, and the date of their issue may occur 
in any month during the whole year, producing 
‘‘confusion worse confounded”’ in all money 
transactions so far as concerns the computation 
of the interest that may have accrued on these 
notes between individuals as they pass from hand 
to hand. In their stead, I should like to substi- 
tute interest-bearing legal-tender notes for a uni- 
form rate of interest, bearing date from a given 
date within a year, for instance the Ist day of 
January; bearing an interest of 3.65 per cent., 
which can easily be calculated: upon $100, a cent 
a day; upon $50, half a cent a day; and bearing 
interest from that given day, no matter when is- 
sued by the Government, and to be a legal tender 
not only for the face but for the accrued interest, 
so that when the Government pays them out it 
pays them out for their real value, and then they 
pass from hand to hand,and any individual who 
happens to take them takes them for the face and 
the interest, and if he chooses to keep them in 
his hands they are all the while accumulating. 
Mr. President, | have simply called the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Finance to these four 


| points; I do not intend to go into a discussion of 


| them. 


© all bargains for the sale of merchandise, || 





will produce the revenue, for the money we must | 
l} 


I deem each and every one of them ex- 
ceedingly important; and it is still more important 
that we act, or, if possible, that we induce Con- 
gress to act upon this great subject of finance, 


Se ee ean es Soa nan ara, || even before we take the usual adjournment for the 
into the propriety of the immediate passage ofan || 


holidays. I do not know that it is possible for 
this body to originate any bill on this subject; but 
the committee may inquire into it, and can report 
upon these questions. Itis for the other House to 
originate revenue measures, | am aware; but I 
hope that itis possible that this Congress, be- 
fore we take the Christmas adjournment, can pass 
some revenue measure that shall bring money into 
the Treasury. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before the vote is taken 
upon the passage of the resolution, I will say a 
word or two, but not detain the Senate. I have 
no objection to the reference of the resolution, 
but will state that the Committee on Finance 
have already had this subject under consideration 
by the reference of the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and of the President’s message. All 
the points indicated by the Senator’s resolution 
will be considered in the Committee on Finance 
without the resolution. 

I desire further to say that, while it is well 
enough for Senators to submit their propositions 
upon this subject, yet we are restrained in our 
action by the provision of the Constitution which 
requires that all bills for raising revenue shall 
originate in the House of Representatives. At the 
last session the Senate attempted to indicate its 
desire to increase the tax on incomes, and senta 
proposition of that kind, as an amendment to one 
of the military bills, to the other House, but it 
wags resented by the House, the bill was laid upon 
the table, and they sent us back a new proposi- 
tion. I think, therefore, we ought to avoid any 


| controversy with the House of Representatives 


upon a matter the origination of which the Con- 
stitution vests in them exclusively. We must 
await their action. They will, necessarily, soon 
send to the Senate bills providing additional rev- 
enue, and then we can propose amendments of 
various kinds increasing the taxes. 

I desire now to say for myself that I believe 
the true remedy for our financial difficuljies is a 
very large increase of taxes. Perhaps my views 
in this respect will not besustained by the Senate. 
From the beginning of the war I have thought 
that the true mode was to pay as we go, as faras 
possigle. There are various reasons for this; I 
will state but one that operates very strongly on 
my mind. The soldiers that are serving in the 
field are enduring all the hardships of thia war; 
those at home are more prosperous than ever 
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before; persons engaged in ordinary business are | 


now doing better than they have done for years; 
and I think it but right that they who are now 
reaping profits from the condition of war should 
pay very largely in taxes in order to bear their 
share of the burdens of a great war. If we in- 
crease our national debt, and put these taxes 


upon future generations, we compel the descend- | 


ants of the very soldiers who have fought our 
battles also to pay the expenses of the war. | 
think we ought to be willing to endure a very 
large amount of taxation, far in excess of any 
we have had heretofore. 


Atthe proper time, when these questions prop- | 


erly come before the Senate, the Senator will have 
an Opportunity to present his views on the vari- 
ous details connected with the general subject of 
taxation, and they will then be fully considered; 
but at present we are not able to act upon them, 
and shall not be until bills come to us from the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I should have no 
objection to the reference of this resolution espe- 
cially, to the Committee on Finance, if it was intro- 
duced simply for the purpose of setting forth the 
views entertained by the Senator from Wiscon- 


sin, and of indicating the direction in which he | 


thought inquiry should be made; butif itis going | 


to that committee by general consent, and is to be 
taken as any indication that the Senate concur in 
the suggestions made, | wish forone to say that I 
do not, that I differ very widely in regard to the 
policies which he has indicated and the effects to 
flow from them which he seems to anticipate. 

{ will add only one other word, and say this, 
that I think gentlemen are perhaps somewhat 


mistaken in regard to the extent to which taxa- | 


tioncan be carried, and that we are perhaps nearer 
the limit at which it ean be properly borne than 
many persons imagine. 


I think that in the con- | 


duct of this war, in the carrying on of our system | 


for the future, we have got to look in another di- 


rection; in other words, it has become an expense | 
account, and we have got to look toa reduction of || 


expenditure to enable us to sustain our financial || according to the rules all those matters which 
j ‘ 


| were in the hands of the committees, not reported 


system. I believe that is a direction in which in- 
quiry should more properly be made. Ido not 
esire to oppose the passage of the resolution, 


but simply to say that [ trust it will be taken as | 


no indication, in regard to the points mooted, of 
a general concurrence on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I agree with the Senator 
from Missouri entirely in what he says, thatitis 
necessary to reduce the expenses in every pos- 
sible way, and I will go with him in the effort to 


reduce them, and to compel the administration of | 


every department of the Government on prin- 
ciples of the strictest economy possible. At the 
same time, our necessary expenses are so great 
and must be so great that we are compelled to 


seize hold of every source that will certainly bring | 


us revenue; and while ldo not expect, of course, 


that the Senate, by allowing this resolution to go | 


to the committee now, ad their opinion on 
the points | have presented, still the points are of 
sufficient consequence and magnitude to be well 


considered by the committee, and therefore | hope | 


the resolution will pass without any objection. 
Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, [ do not rise 


to prolong the discussion; | only wish to say one | 


word, and that is, one of the most certain modes 
of promoting economy in our affairs is to make 
the people pay as we go. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (No. 595) to amend an act entitled | 
** An act for the punishment of crimes in the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia,’’ approved March 2, 1831, was 
read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The joint resolution (No. 56) authorizing the 


President of the United States to give to the Gov- | 


ernment of Great Britain the notice required for 
the termination of the reciprocity treaty of the 5th 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint | 


resolution will be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations if there be no objection. 
Mr. GRIMES. I think that resolution ought 


to be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Sen- | 


ator make that motion? 


Mr. GRIMES. Ido. 


THE CONGRESSIC 


| men who voted against the bill will change their || 


Mr. SUMNER. It refers to a treaty. 

Mr. GRIMES. Itrefers purely to commercial 
relations existing between this country and the 
provinees of Great Britain. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then every question of com- 
merce between the two countries, even if it is the 
subject of negotiation, must be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and you may as well 
dismiss your Committee on Foreign Relations. 
That subject is at this moment under the consid- 
eration of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
It was referred by the Senate several times during 
the last session by several different resolutions 
and petitions, e 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved 
by the Senator from Lowa that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The question being pat, the motion was not | 


agreed to. 

The joint resolution was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Foreign Relations. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that those mat- 
ters which were pending at the adjournment of the 
last session of Congress, with the papers accom- 
panying them, be referred by the Chair to their 
appropriate committees, 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
is already made. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Some question has arisen 


| among us about the referring of papers to the 


committees. [ understand that by the rule of the 
Senate the business is to be taken up in the state 
of completion in which it was when we adjourned 
at the lastsession. I take it, of course, that those 
bills which were reported and on the Calendar at 
the close of the last session are not again to be 


| sent to the committees, but the. Senate will take 
them up in the order in which they stood on the 


Calendar at the time of our adjournment. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the 
understanding of the Chair. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand, then, that 


upon, are to be again sent to the committees, with 
the accompanying papers, 

The PRESIDENT protempore. All unfinished 
business before the committees at the adjourn- 
ment of the last session goes back to the com- 
mittees, of course. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Several executive messages were received from 


the President of the United States by Mr. Nico- 
LAY, his Secretary. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, the Senate pro- 


NAL GLOBE. 


| change his vote on the same question, and voted 


30 











| in the affirmative. 
NATURALIZATION OF SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 


Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute, a bill 
(H. R. No. 583) to so amend the law in regard 


to the naturalization of soldiers as to include sail- 
ors also in its provisions. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill, 

The substitute reported by the committee was 
read. It provides that the twenty-first section of 
an act entitled “An act to define the pay and emol- 
uments of certain officers of the Army, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved July 17, 1862, be so 
amended as to read as follows: 

That any alien of the age of twenty-one years and up- 
wards, who has enlisted or shall enlist in the armies of the 
United States, either the volunteer or regular forees, or in 
the naval or marine forces, and has been or shall hereafter 
be honorably discharged, may be admitted to become a cit- 
izen of the United Stites upon his petition without any 
proofs of the declaration of his intention to become a cit- 
izen of the United States, and that he shall not be required 
to prove more than one year’s residence within the United 
States previous to his application to become such citizen ; 
and that the court admitting such alien shall, in addition 
to the proof of residence and good moral character as is 
now provided by law, be satisfied, by competent proof, ot 
such person having been honorably discharged from the 


| service of the United States as aforesaid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

‘The amended title, as reported by the commit- 
tee, was agreed to as follows: 


A bill to amend the twenty-first section of an act enti- 
tled **Anact to define the pay and emoluments of certain 
officers of the Army, and for other purposes,’ approved 
July 17, 1862. 


Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 








ceeded tothe consideration of executive business; | 
| and after some time spent therein the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 14, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Dr. Bowman, Chaplain of the Senate. 


The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. | 


RECIPROCITY TREATY—-RECORDING VOTES. 
Mr. KASSON. 


the President to give the requisite notice for term- 
inating the treaty made by Great Britain on behalf 
of the British provinces in North America. 

Mr. STEVENS. Before this permission be 


I ask leave to record my vote | 
on the passage of the joint resolution authorizing 


by which the bill was passed, and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the Committee 
of Ways and Means have leave to sit during the 
sessions of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

INVALID PENSIONS, ETC. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 

and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 


for the papeeoat of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending the 30th of 


| June, 1866. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stre- 
veNs] whether this bill contains any other pro- 
visions than those necessary to carry out existing 
laws. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is simply a bill to pay 
pensions authorized by law. It contains no other 
provisions, 

The bill was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that this bill be made 


a special order for to-morrow. 








granted, | would like to inquire whether it is true | 


that the Canadian authorities have discharged all 


the rebels whose cases have beén under investi- | 


gation there. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It isso stated 
in a dispatch from Toronto. 

Mr. STEVENS. ThenILhope that all gentle- 


| votes and make the passage of the bill unanimous. 
of June, A. D. 1854, was read twice by its title. || 


Leave was granted to Mr. Kasson to record his || 


vote, and he voted in the affirmative. 

Messrs.Demine, Drices, Brain, and Loncyear 
obtained similar leave, and voted in the affirma- 
tive. 


Messrs. J. C. Atten, Le Bionp, and Kats- 


FLEISCH Obtained similar leave, and voted in the , 


negative. 
Mr. Davis, of New York, obtained leave to 


The motion was agreed to. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC EXPENSES. 


Mr. STEVENS also reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means a bill making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1866. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to make the same in- 
quiry in reference to this bill that was made with 
regard to the other—whether it contains any ap- 
| propriation not authorized by existing law. 

Mr. STEVENS. It does not; it contains no 
appropriations but such as are authorized by laws 
already existing. 

The bill was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that this bill also be 
made a special order for to-morrow. They are 
both short bills. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SHIP CANAL AROUND NIAGARA FALLS. 


The SPEAKER. The first bill in order is a 
| bill (H. R. No. 126) to construct a ship canal 
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around the Falls of Niagara, postpons d from last 
session antil this day. 

Mr. SPALDING. I move that the consider- 
ation of that bill be poriponed, and that it be 
made the special order for Tue aday, the 24th day 
of January, after the morning hour, 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Miinoisa. And be con- 
tinued from day to day until disposed of, 

Mr. HOLMAN. [tis not proposed to make it 
a special order. 

fs SPEAKER. 

Mi 
of? 

The SPEAKER. 

ostpont ment being 

Mr. SPALDING. 
cial order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent is 
quired to make it a special order, except on Mon- 
days. 


lt is not. 
BROOKS. [asthe subject been disposed 
It has not; the question of 

still pending. 
I ask thatit be made aspe- 


The motion to postpone was then agreed to. 
PROTECTION OF CANADIAN FRONTIER 


Mr. BROOKS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed Oo: 
Revolved, That the Committee on Porvign Affairs be re 
quested to inquire into fe expediency of forthwith pro 
viding, by argoiiation or otherwise, for the protection of our 
Canadian and provincial frontier from murder, arson, and 


burglary, under the pretense of rebel invasion. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine, submitted the follow- 
Ing resoluuen; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That 20 much of the annual message of the 
President to tie two Houses of Congress attiv present ses 
sion, together with the accompanying locuments, as relates 
to publit edifices and grounds iu the city of Washington, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds. 
SLIP CANAL, 

Fhe SPEAKER stated the next business in or- 
der to he a bill (H.R. No. 322) io consiructa ship 
canal for the passage of armed naval vessels from 
the Mississippi river to Lake Michigan, and for 
other purposes, reported by the gentleman from 
Itinois (Me. Arnoip) from the Committee on 
Reads and Canalis, and the further consideration 
of which was postponed until Tuesday, Decem- 


ber 13. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I move that the same order 
be made im reference to that Lill that was made in 
reference to the bill fora ship canal around the 
Falla of Niagara. 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Illinois. To what 
day does my colleague propose to postpone it? 


Mr. ARNOLD. To the same day. 


. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 
The SPEAKER stated that the Calendar hav- 


ing been exhausted, the next business in order | 


was a call of the commitiees for reports. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 ask that, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee of Ways and Means 
shall have the privilege of reporting at a subse- 
quent period of the day. 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

REPEAL OF COMMUTATION CLAUSE. 
Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, reported back the remonstrance of | 


JL. Reulley, and two hundred others, against 
the repeal of the commutation clause; which was 
laid ou the table, and the report ordered to be 


printe d. 
UNEMPLOYED GENERAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- | 


ported back House bill No. 586, to drop from the 
rolis of the Army unemployed general officers, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was read. 

Mr.SCHENCK. The committee recommend 
ao amendment to strike out the Ist and substitute 
the Lith ay of February. 

Mr. COX. I will ask my colleague whether 
this is the same bill which was proposed by him 
at the last session of Congress. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
The first section is the same, with only the change 
of date, so as to make it prospective now as it 
was then. 

There is, however, a second section to make 


_ THE 


ey 


the billecontinuous in its operation, so thaton the 
last day of next February, and the last day of 
each month thereafter, there shall be a revision 


of the rolls of the Army, and all general officers 
who may be found on the last day of any month 
have been employed in any way corre- 
sponding to their rank, for the three months then 
next preceding, shall be dropped as provided in 
other cases in the first section. The effect ofthe 
second section is to make the bill continuous in 
its character. That isthe only amendment to the 
bill of jast year. 

Mr. COX. I remember when my colleague 
introduced his bill at the last session, my friend 
from*New York, [Mr. Kernan,] as well as my- 
self, offered amendments. [donot know whether 
they are pertinent to this bill or not; and [ want 
to understaad whether this is entirely a new bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. [tis a new bill. 

Mr. COX. What has become of the old one? 

Mr. SCHENCK. That bill hangs in the Sen- 
ate. The old joint resolution, for this is a bill 
and that was a joint resolution, is substantially 
the same with the exeeption of the date. 

Mr. COX. { would have no objection to vote 
for this bill, provided the proper guards are thrown 
by which the officers who are to be 
dropped shall have a fair trial. 
amendment of ay friend from New York, [Mr. 
Kernan,] at the last session. 
the United States can now, atany time, drop any 


not to 


awround it 


| of these officers for incompcetency and inefficiency. 





1 was about to explain. | 


| its application. 


I have not learned the necessity, since the last 
session of Congress, of passing this measure, 
when the head of the Army has already the right 
to drop these officers. 1 do not know why the 
Senate does not pass the bill sent to them by this 
House; perhaps my colleague can inform me, 
They may have some reason for not passing it 
that the minority did not comprehend last year. 
I would ask my colleague to state, if he Knows, 
wliy itis that the Senate does not pass it, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Itis asmuch asl can do to 
inswer forthe action of this House so fur as | am 
Concerned as one of Its component parts, « I cer- 


That was the | 
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+ vens, Stiles, 


The President of || 


December 14, 


Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perbam. Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, Alexander 1. Rice. Jona T1. Riee, Edward fH. Rot- 
lins, James S. Roliins, Sete Scofield, Shannon, Sioan, 
Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, 
Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Giihu B.Washbaroe, William B, 
Washburn, Whaley, Wiliams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
Benjamin Wood, and Yeaman—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allon, Augustus. Baldwin, 
Brooks, James 3. Brown, Chanier, Cox, Denison, Eden, 
Eidridge, Ganson, Grider, Harding, Herrick, Kalbfleisch 
Kernan, King, Kaapp, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McDoweil, 
McKinney, Wiiliam H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 








Noble, Norton, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Samuel J. Ran- 
dall, Ross, Seou, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Ste- 
Townsend, and Wadsworth—33. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, An- 
derson, Bliss, William G. Brown, Ciay, Coffroth, Creswell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dumont, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, 
Hall, Benjamin G. Uarris, Charles M. Harris, Hutchins, 
Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kelley, Loan, 
McBride, Middicton, Samuel F. Miller, Nelson, Odell, Per- 
ry, Pruyn, Radford, Willian H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, 
Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Voorhees, Ward, Webster, Whee- 
ler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Fer- 
nando Wood, and Woodbridge—45. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved that the vote last taken 
be reconsidered, and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MAJOR WILLIAM H. JAMESON. 


Mr. GARFIELD, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back a bill (S. No. 329) for 
the reliefof William H. Jameson,a pay master in 
the United States Army. 

The bill, which was read, requires the proper 
accounting officer of the Treasury to allow Major 
William H. Jameson, on settlement, a credit of 
$959 14, for money in his hands as paymaster of 
the Army, on board the steamer Ruth, destroyed 


| by fire on the night of the 4th of August, 1863. 


turnly cannot tell why the Senate does or does not | 


legisiate upon any given subject, 

Mr.COX, f think my question was hardly a 
proper one to my colleague, and [ withdraw it. 
But Lam opposed to the measure. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not propose to reargue 
the merits of the proposition reported from the 
Military Committee. The joint resolution, as 


passed by us last session, was discussed until no | 
one seemed desirous of discussing it any longer; | 
and amendments were proposed and disagreed to | 
The joint resolution was passed, | 
but the evil continuing to a very considerable | 


hy the House. 


extent, though not to quite so great an extent as 
at thattime, and the committee, not knowing why 
the Senate have not acted upon that joint resolu- 
tion, have embodied the substance of it in a sec- 
tion of the bill they have now reported. They 
have further added tothe provision asection which 
will make the operation of the bill continuous in 
There are no new principles in- 
volved, no new questions to be raised, andas the 
subject was thus discussed last session, and sub- 
sequently presented to the House again by the 
committee, | will move the previous question upon 
the passage of this bill, 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The question recurred on the amendment to 
strike out ** Ist of February”? and insert ** 15th 
of February;’’ and it was agreed to, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed ii was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put, and it wasdecided in the 
affirmative—yeas 99, nays 38, not voting 45; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ancona, Arnold, Ashley, 
Baily, John D, Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blair, 
Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooma!!, Ambrose W. 


Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Cravens, Thomas T. 
Davis, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, 


Mr. HOLMAN. I should like to hear some 
explanation of that bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. A bill passed both Houses 
of Congressat the last session, in connection with 
which there wasa full investigation of the circum- 
stances attending the burning of the steamer Ruth, 
and acredit was given to Major N.S. Brinton of 
$2,600,000, for carrency which was in wooden 
boxes, burned on board that steamer. 

It was also in evidence before the committee, 
as will be found in the printed report of last ses- 


| sion, that there were several paymasters’ safes 
| on board the Ruth at the time of her destruction, 





Eckley, Edgerton, Etiot, English, Farnsworth, Finck, Gar- | 


fleld, Grinnell,Griswold, Hale, Harrington, Higby, Holman, | 


| Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asalel W. Hubbard, Joho H. Hubbard, 


1 


Halburd, Ingersoll. Jenckes, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Knox, Law,Lazear, Le Biond, Litdlejoin, 
Longyear, Marvin, McAllister, McClurg, McIndoe, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Danie! Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 


| remedy. 


| and that these were in part recovered, and that 


some fragments of bills, cot entirely destroyed, 
were delivered up to the Treasury agent. This 
bill has reference to one of the paymasters, who 
had his money in one of these safes. There was 
only about nine hundred dollars of it, and he had 
paid out of that sum about two hundred and fifty 
dollars to two officers whose names he had en- 
tirely forgotten, and the vouchers for these pay- 


| ments were in the safe and were destroyed. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman will permit me, this, I believe, is one of a 
class of cases in regard to money which was lost 
on board the Ruth. During the last days of last 
session this House passed a bill, which I think 
became a law, for the relief of Major N. 8. Brin- 
ton, but that bill contained a provision which is 
not in this bill, but which [I shall ask leave to 
have incorporated in it, that the case should be 
examined by the Paymaster General, and that the 
allowance of the credit should be subject to his 
approval, 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ido not remember sucha 
provision in the bill, though it er be there. The 
gentleman will find iton page 10 of the Private 
Acts of the last Congress. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Well, I 
know that the House put that provision in. 

Mr. GARFIELD. [| have no objection at all 
to having it inserted in this bill. It has passed 
the Senate, and has been examined by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. On comparing the 
facts in this case with the report in the other case, 
we find that it belongs to the same class. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I willask the gentle- 
man from Ohio if it is not understood that this 
matter has already been fully examined at the 
Department. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It has passed through all 
the Departments of the Government, and they 
have referred the party to Congress as his only 
The evidence is full and satisfactory 
that this money was utterly destroyed except such 
payments as were returned to the Treasury agent 
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who was on the ground when the divers exam- 
ined the wreck, and those were returned to the 
Treasury and destroyed, so that fraud is hardly 
poss ble ea 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Ulinois. he gentle- | 
man from Ohio referred me to the act tn relation | 
to Major Brinton, and [ understood him to say | 
that ic did not contain any such provision as I | 
suggested. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
act. It may be there. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will read | 
the act: | 

«“ That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
Department be, and they are hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to allow Major N.S. Brinton, on the settlement ot 
his accounts, a credit of $2,600,000 for money in his hands 
as paymaster inthe Army,on board the steamer Ruth, and | 
destroyed by fire on the night of the 4th of August, 1863 °— 

Now, this is the part of the act to which I re- 
ferred,and [I thought | was not mistaken: 


I have not looked at the 


“if,on examining the evidence by the Paymaster Gen 


| be laid on the table. On that motion the yeas 


and nays were ordered, and the House then ad- 
journed. The question is now on the motion to 


lay the joint resolution on the table, on which the 


yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. [If the motion to lay on the 
table be voted down will notthe question then be 
on the passage of the joint resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It will be. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to inquire if 
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we have not got a committee of the House for | 
| the very purpose contemplated by the joint reso- 


lution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state thatthe | 


| House is acting under the previous question. 


The question was taken, and it was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 69, nays 65, not voting, 48; 


| cona, Augustus 
| Cote, C 


eral, he, the said Paymaster General, shall deem him justly || 


entitled tosuch credit; but such credit shall not be allowed 
without the said Paymaster General shall certify his ap- 
proval thereof.”? 

Thatis an amendment which [drew up. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] | 
accepted it,and the House embodied it in the law. 
1 only desire to have this claim put upon the same 
footing, and I presume the gentleman will have 
no objection to that, 

Mr.GARFIELD. 1 will say to the gentleman 
from Ilinois that the bill, as introdaced by the 
Military Committee of the House, did not contain 


the clause which he has read; I remember now || 


that the bill that finally passed came from the 
Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I knew that 
] was not mistaken. If the gentleman from Ohio | 
will consent to this amendment, I will offer no | 
further opposition to his bill. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Lwilldoso. Let that clause 
be added to the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The amend- 
ment is, to add to the bill the words, ** if, on ex- 
amining the evidence by the Paymaster General, 
he, the said Paymaster General, shall deem him 
justly entitled to said credit; but such credit shall | 
not be allowed without the said Paymaster Gen- 
eral shall certify his approval thereof.” 

Mr. GARFIELD moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered, which was first on the | 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill,as amended, was ther ordered to be 
read a third time, and was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BUSINESS ON SPEAKER’S TABLE, 
Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House do | 


now proceed to the business on the Speaker’s | 
table. 


There being no objection, the motion was | 








agreed to, | 


COMMISSION ON TAXATION. 


The House proceeded, as the first business on || 


the Speaker’s table, to the consideration of a joint 
resolution (S. No. 78) providing for the appoint- 
ment of a commission on the subject of raising | 
revenue by taxation. 

The joint resolution was read. It authorizes 
the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint a com- 
mission, consisting of three persons, to inquire 
and report, at the earliest practicable moment, as | 
to the best and mostefficient mode of raising, by 
taxation, such additional revenue as may hereafter | 
be found necessary to supply the wantsof the Gov- | 
ernment, having regard to the sources from which 
the same shall be derived, and gives power to the 
commission to take testimony in such manner and 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by | 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and appropriates | 
such sum as may be necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of the commission, including the pay of 
witnesses, 


The SPEAKER. On the 4th of July last the | 


previous question was ordered on the passage of | 
2 j| service, 


the joint resolution. The gentleman from Ohio | 
[Mr LeBionp] moved that the joint resolation 





as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 

*, Baldwin, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Cobb, 
x, Cravens, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Deni 
son, Dixon, Eckley, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, 
Farnsworth, Finek, Ganson, Grider. Uarding, Harrington, 
Higby, Holman, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenekes, Philip John- 


son, Kaibfleisch., Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kel 





logg, Kernan, Katpp, Le Blond, Loug, Matlory, Marvin, | 


McClurg, McDowell, Mcludoe, MeKinnuey, Danicl Morris, 
James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, John O'Neill, Samuel J. 
Randall, James S. Rollins, Ross, Shannon, Spalding, Starr, 
William G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Stuart, Thayer, 
Thomas, Wadsworth, Elihu B. Washburne, Williams, 
Wilder, Wilson, Benjamin Wood, and Yeaman—69. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, Boyd, 
Broomall, James 8. Brown, Chanter, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Thomas T. Davis, Deming, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eliot, Frank, Garfield, Grionetl, Griswold, Herrick, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Johu HW. Hubbard, Haiburd, Ingersoll, 
Kelley, Littejohn, Longyear, MeAilister, MeBride,William 
H. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Norton, Ciarcles O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Perham, Pike, 
Pomeroy. Price, Radford, John H. Rice, Schenck, Scofield, 


Scott, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Jolin B. Steele, Townsend, || ° 
: || motion | demand the yeas and nays. 


Upson, Van Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, Whaley, 
Wheeler, and Windom—65. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Baily, Baxter, Blaine, Brooks, 
William G. Brawn, Clay, Coffroth, Creswell, Dawes, Du 
mont, Fenton, Gooch, Hate, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, 
Charles M. Harris, Hutchins, William Johnson, Julian, 
King, Knox, Law, Lazear, Loan, Marey, Middleton, 
Samuel F. Miller, Nelson, Odell, Patterson, Perry, Pruyn, 
William fl. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, 
Edward H. Rollins, Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Voorhees 
Ward, Webster, Chilton A. 
Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—48. 


So the joint resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the joint resolution was lad on the || 
table, and also moved to lay the motion to recon- | 


sider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
REVENUE CUTTERS FOR THE LAKES. 
TheSPEAKER. The next bilk on the table is 
Senate bill No. 350, to authorize the purchase or 
construction of revenue cutters on the lakes. 
The bill was read a first and second time. It 


| proposes to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to construct or purchase and alter not exceed- 
ing Six steam revenue cutters for service on the 
lakes, and appropriates $1,000,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This bill 
contains an appropriation of money, and if there 
be any objection to its consideration, it must, as 
a matter of course, go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. | hope, how- 
ever, that the Elouse will bear read the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on this subject 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk, and that there 
will be no objection to the immediate passage of 
this bill for the protection of our commerce and 
to prevent smuggling on the lakes. 

The SPEAKER. As this bill contains an ap- 
propriation, it will require unanimous consent for 
its consideration by the House at the present ume. 
The letter of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury will 
be read, after which the Chair will ask for objec- 
tions, if any. 

The Clerk read the following letter: 

TREASURY DePaRTMENT, December 8, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor toacknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant, requesting information as to the 
number of revenue cutters now on the Jakes, their effi- 
ciency, and the necessity for their increase. 

The number of cutters heretofore maintained on the 
northern lakes was six. ‘They were sailing vessels, and of 
such build and rig as to prevent their cruising with effi 
ciency, ta is6l five of them were directed to be brought 
down the St. Lawrenee to the Atlantic coast, in the hope 
that they might be used advantageously in the preventive 
Oue was left upon the lakes, but found to be 
worthiess, aud sold During tic last Winter aconutract Wa 
mad: with parties to build an efficient steamer for revenue 


White, Joseph W. White, || 


on Lake Erie and one on Lake Ontario. 








| service on Lake Erie, which vessel is so nearly completed 


thather trial trip has been ordered for to-day, This ts the 
only steamer belonging to the Government appiicable to 
revenue purposes on all the lakes 

The necessity, however, for preventing smuggling along 
our northern frontier, which the Goverument has satisthe- 
tory evidence is carried on toa great extent, Induced the 
Seeretitry tocharier two steamers (or temporary service, one 
One of these ves- 
sels was lost on entering the harborof Cleveland, and the 
charter of the other has expired and she has gone out of 


| service. 


I therefure recommend thatauthority be given to build or 
purchase five efficient steam vessels for the use of the rev- 
enue department on the northern lakes, which, in addition 
to the one just completed, will make the number of cutters 
previously employed. 

It is possible that the number here recommended may not 
allbe required. The great length of the coast to be guarded, 
and in some parts its close proximity to the Canadian shore, 
demand constant vigilance, and the proper authority should 
be conferred to meet all contingencies, 

If possible such vessels should be completed and commis 
sioned by the opening of navigation. 

L ain, very respectully, your obedient servant, 

WP. FESSENDEN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Lon. Joun SHERMAN. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the con- 
sideration of this bill by the House at the pres- 
ent time? The Chair hears no objection. 

There being no objection, the vill was read the 
third time, and passed, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote on the passage of the bill, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURN MENT, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 


On that 


| the Hlouse do now adjourn, 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROOKS. Isit in order to move that when 
the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Friday 
next? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir; that motion would 
take precedence of the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BROOKS. I make that motion. 

A Member. Say till the 4th of January. 

Mr. BROOKS. ‘The Constitution forbids that; 


|| otherwise | would. 


The motion of Mr. Brooks waa not agreed to, 

The question was taken on the motion to ad- 
journ, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
55, nays 82, not voting 45; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alli- 
son, Ancona, Anderson, Arnold, Baily, Beaman, Boutwell, 
Boyd, Brandegee, James 8S. Brown, Chanter, Freeman 
Clarke, Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, Eden, Eldridge. Farnsworth, 
Gooch, Grider, Hooper, Hotelkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, In- 
gersoll, Kalbfleiseh, KeHey, Franeis W. Kellogg, Kuapp, 
Lazear, Le Blond, Longyear, Marey, McAllister, McDow- 
ell, Metndoe, James RK. Morris, Morrison, Norton, John 
O'Neill, Pike, John H. Rice, Scott, Smith, Smithers, Spatd- 
ing, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stevens, Stuart, 
Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Elihu B. Wasiburne, and 
W ilson—5o. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Ashley, Augustus C. Bald- 
win, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Blaine, Blair, Brooks, Broom 
all, Ambrose W, Clark, Cobb, Cole, Cox, Henry Winter 
Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Den- 
ison, Donnelly, Edgerton, Eliot, Engtish, Finek, Frank, 
Ganson, Gringell, Hale, Harding, Herrick, Higby, Hotinan, 
John UH. Hubbard, Hutburd, Philip Johnson, Orlando Kel- 
logg, Kernan, Knox, Law, Littlejohn, Loan, Long, Mal- 
lory, Marvin, MeClurg, MeKinney, William H. Miller 
Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard 
Myers, Noble, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Perham, Pom- 
eroy, Price, Radtord, Samucl J. Randall, Alexander H. 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rotlins, Ross, Shannon, 
Sioan, Starr, Stites, Sweat, Thayer, Thomas, Townsend, 
Tracy, Upson, William B, Washburn, Whaley, Wheeler, 
Williams, Wilder, and Windom—#2. 

NOT VOTING—Measrs. Bliss, Blow,William G. Brown, 
Clay, Cotfroth, Cravens, Creswell, Dumont, Fenton, Gar- 
field, Griswold, Hall, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, 
Charlies M. Harris, Hutehins, Jenckes, William Johnson, 
Julian, Kasson, King, McBride, Middleton, Samuel F. Mil- 
ler, Nelson, Patterson, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, William 
H. Randal, Robinson, Rogers, Schenck, Scofield, Strouse, 
Voorhees, Ward, Webster, Chilton A. White, Joseph Wy 
White, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, Wood- 


|| bridge, and Yeaman—45. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had passed a bill and joint resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles, in which they asked the concurrence 
of the House: 

A bill (No. 352) to authorize the holding of a 
! seseai United States district court 


sesaion of the 
for the district of Indiana; 
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Joint resolution (No. 83) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain John A. Winslow, United 
States Navy, and to the officers and men under 
his command on board the United States steamer 
Kearsarge, in her conflict with the piratical craft, 
the Alabama, in compliance with the President’s 
recommendation to Congress of the Sth of De- 


cember, 1564; |] 


Joint resolution (No. 84) tendering the thanks | 
of Congress to Lieutenant William B. Cushing, | 
United States Navy, and to the officers and men 
who assisted him in his gallant and perilous 
athievement in destroying the rebel steamer Al- 
bemarle, in compliance with the President’s rec- 
ommendation to Congress of the 5th of Decem- 


SURVIVING SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH moved that the rules 


be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois.” I hope that 
it will be the understanding that no business shall 
be done. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Conmittee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 

Mr. Wasunsurne, of Illinois, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be the annual message of the President 
relative to the condition of the country. 

Mr. SPALDING. I move that all preceding 
orders be laid aside, and that the committee take 
up House bill No. 266, granting pensions to the 
surviving soldiers of the war of 1812, which was 
introduced Ly me at the last session. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatcan only be done by 
disposing of the preceding bills one at a time. 

Mr. COX. Is it in order to move to take up 
the question of taxing whisky on hand? [Laugh- 
ler.] 

The CHAIRMAN. 
early in the day. 


Notatthis time; itis too 


Mr. SPALDING moved that the annual mes- || 


sage of the President be laid aside. 

The motion was disagreed to, 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

Mr.BROOKS. Mr. Chairman, | intimated my 
design, when Ue President’s annual message was 
received, to make someremarkson it; but l have 
lost some of the interest which might have been 
inspired at that moment. And yet if I do not 
take advantage of this opportunity now, when 
there is nothing to do, the topics of the message 
may pass beyond my reach, so that little time | 
may be left for me to say anything if the message 
should ever come upagain. Lavail myself, then, | 
of this early period of the session not to waste 
time, and when it is the good fortune of the House | 
and of the country not to have anything to do. 

There are, sir, two cardinal topics in the mes- 
sage of the President to which I wish particularly 
to solicit attention; and these are, first, that the 
war must go on without further negotiation; and, 
second, that the war must go on until the abolition 
of slavery is made perpetual throughout all por- 
tions of the old United States. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I make the point of order | 
that it is not in order to discuss the President’s 
message of this year upon the Calendar of the | 
last session, 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

Mr. BROOKS. IT intend to discuss the Presi- 
dent’s message of this year, and the topics therein 
setforth. Permit me, first, to call the attention of 
the House to the numerous amendments which 
are proposed to the Constitution. One of them 
ig to change the principle of representation, pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
SLOAN;] another is to change the great principle 
of the Constitution as to export duties, proposed 
by the honorable member from Maryland, [Mr. 
Davis,] and another comes down to us from the 
Senate, with the sanction of the President of the 
United States, and that is, to alter the Constitu- | 
tion on the subject of slavery. No time seems | 
to me more inauspicious than tn the midstof civil 
war, with the clangor of arms all around us, with 
comparatively but a small territorial part of our 
whole country assembled by their Representa- | 
tives upon the floor of this House; no time, sir, 





The Chair overrules the 
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fundamental changes of the Constitution of the 
United States. 


Sut it is said that slavery is the stumbling- | 


| block in the way of the restoration of the Union, 
and that without the abolition of slavery itis not 
possible for us, now or hereafter, to live on terms 


pe 





* 
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—— 


ing the institution of slavery from abolition by 


of amity and peace with our former southern coun- || 


trymen. Ido notnow, oratany time this session, 
propose to rediscuss this topicof slavery. [have 
nothing new to say upon it, or but little to take 
back, 


tofore advanced on that subject on the floor of this 


| | have held for twenty-five to thirty years, and 


|| which some not unkind friend has reproduced 


ber, 1564. i 


for the reading of the House from a newspaper 
I wrote for, yearsand yearsago. These opinions 
are but littlechanged. I do not, however, intend 
to discuss the abstract question of slavery at all, 


the Government of the land. 
The approval of the system of slavery, Mr. 
| Chairman, and the acceptance of it as an insti- 
tution existing, are very different things. I ac- 
| cept it, if [do not approve. The Constitution of 


| my country teaches me to be tolerant in all! things, | 


even in the most important of all matters, that of 
religion. Intolerance is criminalat all times; but 


| intolerance is repelled under our form of Govern- 


| ment in every line and letter of the Constitution 
under which we live; and if the Constitution did 
not teach me that, the Bible does. Sir, when the 


Saviour was on earth He lived under a Govern- | 


ment where there were sixty million slaves; and 


heaven, His eyes looked down upon Jerusalem 


|, and Judea, full of thousands and tens of thou- 
And when the Apostle Paul 


| sands of slaves. 
stood upon Mars’ hill, after wandering among the 
magnificent temples of the Acropolis, some of 

| them dedicated to the unknown God, he preached 

| to the Athenians, surrounded by their masses of 


|| slaves, no intolerance, no persecution, no civil war 


for the abolition of slavery; but tf not there, else- 
| where, Servants, obey your masters. The teach- 


the things thatare Cesar’s,and to God thethings 
| that are God’s, with submission to civil govern- 
/ mentand the Christian obedience even of slaves to 
their masters. The whole spirit of the evangelists 
is full of like toleration to an institution which, in 
the end, the lessons of Christianity were to sub- 
vert, but the overthrow of which, by violence and 
force, is there everywhere condemned. 
If, then, the Saviour of the world and His 


slavery, why cannot there be equal toleration 
among [lis professed people in their admin- 


our institutions. 
of our social organizations. 


spect our Sabbath. We are tolerant of a great 
and rising State in the center of this continent, 
which has now one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand inhabitants, and a city of twenty thou- 
sand people. We are tolerant thera upon the 


New Testament, if tolerated in the Old; tolerant, 
though expressly forbidden by the Saviour and 
His apostles; and these people from this great 
Territory are admitted to a seat upon the floor of 
this House, and take part in our deliberations 
and debates, while we are in a frightful civil war 
now seemingly only to abolish negro slavery. 
And now are we to be told at this day and hour 
that we cannot be tolerant upon this subject of 
slavery, when not only the Saviour and apos- 
tles tolerated it, but whe 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob were holders of bondmen 








and bondwomen? 
I do not mean to be understood as saying that the 


spirit of the Bible upholds slavery, and I do not | 


mean to say there are not teachings in the ser- 
mons of our Saviour and the apostles which in 
the end would abolish slavery through the whole 
earth; but | do mean to say that not only the 
Saviour and the apostles, but that the fathers of 
the Church were tolerant with slavery, and that 


for more than a thousand years the fathers of the | 


Church exercised a religious and political influ- 


seems to me more inauspicious to make great || ence through the emperors of Rome in uphold- 


when, from the Mount of Olives, He ascended into | 


| ings of our Saviour were also to render unto Cesar | 
| 
| 


istration of the Government in this country? | 
Toleration, indeed, is the essential principle of | 
Toleration pervades every part | 
y We are tolerant of | 
| the Jew, who does not believe in the Saviour. We | 
are tolerant of those Christians who do not re- | 


subject of polygamy, expressly forbidden in the | 


nthe patriarchs Abra- | 


Let me not be misunderstood; | 


I adhere to the opinions which I have here- | 


House, and, in the main, tu the opinions which | 


force or violence, while they left it to be abol- 
ished by the peaceful and graceful influences of 
Christianity. 

Mr. PRICE. As the gentleman quotes scrip- 
ture so glibly, and refers to the fathers of the 
Church so readily, | wish to ask him if he has 


|| read where it is written that the time of this igno- 


| rance was winked at, but that now He commands 


all men, everywhere,even McClellan Democrats, 
to repent? 3 

Mr. BROOKS. Ido not know who has given 
the gentleman any superior wisdom that enables 


'| him to say that this is a wiser age than the age 


or its political or constitutional connections with | 





apostles were thus tolerant upon the subject of || 


| indivisible people. 





of our Saviour, of the apostles, and of Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob. 

[ was about to say that the Church was over a 
thousand years in abolishing Roman slavery. 
And yet here in six months, by constitutional 
proclamation, or in five or six years by civil 
war, we propose to abolish it in blood and by vio- 
lence through an empire almost as vast as the 
empire of Rome. Slavery was not abolished in 
England until 1102, by the council of London, 
and in Ireland until 1172, by the council of Ar- 
magh. Asa matter of admonition, if not for his- 
tory, let me here state that when, in 451, or 456, 
in the council of St. Patrick, held in Ireland, 
there was a proposition from some of the clergy 
to induce slaves to run away, the thirty-second 
canon of that council was expressly issued, or- 
daining that to steal slaves by inducing them to 
run away was to expose the clergy to be con- 
sidered as thieves and robbers. ‘Lhe Church, 
then, while sapping the foundation of slavery, 


| expressly forbade all violence, all wrong. 


But homogeneity,we are told, must exist through 
the hitherto thirty-four States of this Union. The 
Union cannot exist unless we are a homogeneous 
people. No matter whether slavery be right or 
wrong, Christian or unchristian, it must be abol- 
ished, we are told, this day and this hour, in order 
to make us a homogeneous, a united, a one and 
Sir, homogeneity can never 
exist ina great nation, among a great people. 
Look at the great nations now covering large ex- 
tents of the globe. Thereis the Russian empire 
—what an empire! what different institutions, 
what various tribes! How unlike—unlike in man- 
ners, unlike in character, frequently unlike in ori- 
gin. And there is the great empire of Austria, 
which, stretching trom Italy to Hungary,contains 
races of all varieties of character. ‘Twelve differ- 
ent languages are spoken in that empire, and its 
institutions are as diverse as can well be imagined; 
its people are unlike, various, and different—more 
different than any people that exist in this coun- 
try. And there is Switzerland, too, the only re- 
public existing in Europe, except that little one 
perched on the Apennines—an old republic of 
twenty-five cantons, in which are spoken three 
different languages—the Italian, the German, and 
the French—the debates, at times, in their general 
congress going on in all these three tongues. The 
habits,.the customs, the costumes, too, of the 
Swiss are more or less diverse. The canton of 
Zug varies more from the canton of Neufchatel 
than Massachusetts and South Carolina. The reli- 
gion is Catholic and Protestant, and Protestant of 
various creeds and characters, and yet in that re- 
public no effort whatsoever has ever been made by 
that republican people to have homogeneous insti- 
tutions or one people alike in all respects as to 
their character. Then there is Great Britain, that 
vast empire which stretches from the arctic re- 
gions of the north to the Ganges and the Himalaya 
mountains, and which embraces even in India 
over a hundred million people; what empire is 
more tolerant than that in its diverse and varied 
institutions? There is Catholic Canada, with 
French institutions yet existing there, and with 
no right of trial by jury among many portions of 
the people of Canada. In India there are diverse 
and innumerable religions and peoples; the Hin- 
doos, the Brahmins, the Sepoys. I should but 
consume time were I even to enumerate them. 
No nation has been more tolerant of religion, of 
prejudices, of politics and passion than the Brit- 
ish people have been. This vast empire of Britain 
has only been maintained by the tolerant spirit 
of the British Parliament and the British Govern- 
ment extending throughout the whole earth, in 


all the varied domains of that vast empire. No 


effort has ever been made in England by any edict 
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of the British Parliament at any time, or on any 
occasion, to have a homogeneous people. There 
is no centralization, no consolidation there. Even 
when the Sepoy went to war, civil war, against 
ihe empire of Great Britain, because he was com- 


| autonomy, or sel{-independence, was the principle 
| on which the great Roman empire was reared and 

maintained, and not only so, but it was the only 
| principle on which that Government was enabled 


to sustain itselfin its vast aggregation of territory. | 


' to the great head of the empire at Rome. Andit 


yas the foundation of that empire in the spirit of 
toleration that kept it together for hundreds and 
hundreds of years, and which made the name of 


zs I ee ee wn 


exists in Russiais notslavery. The people there 
are not slaves;they are adscripli glebe—servants 
belonging to the soil—and that system has been 
changed, or is being slowly changed gradually, 


Mr. BOUTWELL. I would like to ask the 
gentleman from New York whether he did not 
state in this House at the last session that the in- 
stitution of slavery was dead in this country. 


! : } i Cesar illustrious, not only throughout that whole 
pelled to bite greased cartridges contrary to hisre- | When Julius Cesar conquered the Gauls he did || land, but sent down that name immortal to all 
ligion, the empire and authorities of Great Britain || not take away from the barbarian people of Gaul || posterity as the name for czars and kaisers inthe 
respected the miserable prejudices of the Sepoy, || their local institutions, their self-government, the || royal houses of kings and emperors, 
abolished the order, and restored peace through- |} government of their chieftains. He leftallthatto |} I repeat, then, that if we pay attention to the 
, out all that vast empire. them. And when Pompey invaded the Asiatic || teachings, to these examples of history, we must 
Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman allow me |} cities and subjected them to the Roman empire, || see that homogeneity is not a possible condi- 
l one word? If L understand the direction of his || he left to those Asiatic cities the government and || tion for a great people. Centralization, consol- 
3 argument, it relates to the necessity of the aboli- || control of their own local institations; and their | idation, are the English words which we substi- 
, tion of slavery in order to result in the homo- || self-government in that manner attached them to |! tute for the term homogeneity. Centralization 
’ geneity of the American people. In connection || the empire. To the Ionians were reserved their || and consolidation is nothing but unlimited des- 
Z with his review of European systems, 1 ask him || archons and prytanes; to the Dorians, their || potism. There is no freedom for the people, no i 
\ Fs to explain, if he can consistently with his theory, || ephori and cosmi; ay, to all the Grecian cities and || self-government, no municipal government, no i ea 
. é why it has been found necessary in England, and || States, more or less, their local institutions, their || household government, no family government ' 
| Hi France,and Denmark, and Russia,and Holland, |} magistrates, their self-government, their peculiar || under such a system. There is no other govern- 
| 4 to abolish the institution of slavery in order to |} institutions. Coining was allowed to some; fis- | ment worthy of a free people; there is no other be 
{ establish satisfactorily to them what they con- |} cal regulations to others. Confederations were || government which can maintain the rights ead 2 
: sider the homogeneity of their institutions ? allowed to exist in Greece long after the domina- || prerogatives of the people but one which shail be ¥: 
A, Mr. BROOKS. The gentleman cannot yet || tion of the Roman empire. ‘There was not only || founded on some other principle than that of con- Ly 
’ ; comprehend the whole course of my argument, || the well-known Amphictyonic, but the Panionian, || solidation and centralization. [twas not possible i ; 
: x but L will answer his question by saying, so far || the Beotian, the Achewan. Autonomy, as far as || for Rome; it was not possible for Athens; it will | ay 
, ¥ as Great Britain is concerned, that, in my judg- || possible, homogeneity seldom, if ever, was the || not be possible for the Government at Washing- Bh 
s 4B ment, slavery was abolished in her distant British |} Roman rule. ‘The self-government of the sub- || ton, with all the telescopes which they may mount aid 
West India colonies mainly to destroy this || ject States was as much as possible preserved. |! upon the highest pinnacles in this city, to look ae 
country and to rend this Union, and for no other |} Their local institutions were maintained and in- || over the vast territory from Passamaquoddy to 
purpose. (Laughter on the Republican side of || vigorated. And it was by the preservation of their || the Rio Grande and Oregon, and to regulate the ey 
the House. ] self-government, and of those local institutions, || local rights and privileges of the millions and mil- ike 
Mr. KASSON. How with France, and Den- |} that the vast empire of Rome was maintained for || lions of people that not only exist now, but are is 
mark, and Holland, and Russia? so many years, and was perpetuated from age to || hereafter to exist throughout this vast territory. = 
Mr. BROOKS. The system of servitude which age, often even under the worst of emperors. Even the Puritans taught us better lessons than f 


consolidation and centralization, though theirsons 
have forgotten that lesson. Liberty was cradled 
in their municipal institutions; and liberty is cra- 
died in the family, inthe county, the town, thecity, 











8 and not by civilwar. Butthose institutions were Mr. BROOKS. I stated in the opening of my || and the State, and notin the federal centra! Govern- 
r not abolished in order to make or unmake the || remarks that | have nothing to unsay in what | || ment. The federal Government is to maintain 
- homogeneity of institutions in Europe, but for || said in that speech. liberty, but it is not its birthplace, its cradle, its 
r other purposes. [t would divert me too far, how- i Mr. BOUTWELL. I would like a distinct || nursing mother. Forthecradle of human liberty, 
d ever, from the line of my argument to enter upon || answer to the question which [ put. I repeat, is in the household, in the family, in the 
rv a that point now. | Mr. BROOKS. My speech is on record; and || home, in the city, the county,and the State; and 
be But, sir, [ was about to say that not only || I have not a word to take back of it. wherever other institutions, the produet of cen- 
- throughout the vast empire of Great Britain there Mr. BOUTWELL. Will the gentleman allow || tralization or consolidation, exist, as in France 
e existed none of this homogeneity of institutions, || me a single moment? é or in Rassia, there must exist despotism. 

iy $ but that even in the little islands of Great Britain || Mr. BROOKS. Certainly. Mr. L. MYERS. Will the gentleman from 
\- a and Ireland there was nv homogeneity there. || Mr. BOUTWELL. If the statement of the || New York [Mr. Brooks] permit me to ask him 
i- ; There is the Celt whospeaks one tongue across the || gentleman at last session be a fact, that the insti- | a question? 

ls . Irish Channel; there isthe Welshman who looks || tution of slavery is dead, L would like to know Mr. BROOKS. Certainly. | 

s ) over across that Channel, and speaking another |; how any action of the Government can affect the «| Mr. L. MYERS. I should like to know if at 
‘. : tongue; then there are Englishmen with their vari- || local institution of slavery in this country. | the last session the gentleman did not tell us that 
3 ous dialects in Lancashire and Yorkshire and in | Mr. BROOKS. Then why should you try to | we were taught intolerance by the Puritans. 

F i other counties; and there are the Gaels in Scotland || kill a dead body? Mr. BROOKS. That may be true. But they 
e : who speak a language utterly incomprehensible || Mr. STEVENS. But we oughtto bury it lest || taught us many good things. They bad some 


it become noxious. 


virtues as well as faults. They were right in their 
Mr. BROOKS. 


= : to the great mass of the English people. Any man 
| local institutions. 


who has traveled over that country, as I did >ut that is no reason why we 





iry, you pass among men whose institutions not 
only differ far more than the institutions of the 


North and the South, but you go among a people | 





Chairman, to these historical facts because they 
are perfectly applicable to our times, and to our 
day. Uistory but repeats itself. There is but 


e twenty-five years ago with a pack upon my back, || should have awake over it. The whole country Now I[ have dwelt thus long upon this subject 
yf throughout the whole of Lancashire and York- || has become intoxicated on this subject of slavery, || in order to approach another topic, and that isto 
e shire and those border counties, can bear testi- || and in the midst of that intoxication this civil |! say that if this homogeneity, this centralization is 
d mony to this fact, that in a day’s or half a day’s || war is kept up. | persisted in, this war must go on until the subju- 
| travel among the people in that part of the coun- I am caliing the attention of the House, Mr. 


gation of the South follows. In my judgment no 
two more fatal errors exist, or have existed, orcan 
exist, than that this is to be a short civil war, or 
that our hitherto southern countrymen can ever 





| speaking a language not only incomprehensible to || littie new ia the history of man. Man butrepeats || be subjugated to this empire of centralization and 
- ou, but to those who are upon their borders. || over what preceding man hasdone. [I wasabout || consolidation. Civil wars are never short when 


Thus any traveler who passes beyond the Low- 


| to say, when interrupted, thatthe great Augustus || a people are in earnest, as the people of the North 
lands, perhaps with some Lady of the Lake for 


| Cesar, whose empire stretched in the west from || and the people of the South are now; we, ta 
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y his guide-book, into the Highlands of Scotland, || the pillars of Hercules to the Tigris and Euphrates || earnest for anti-slavery and consolidation; they, 

- iF will soon find that as he goes north from Stirling || in the east, from the hundred-gated Thebes in the || in earnest, as they say, for the maintenance of 

0 , castle he goes among a foreign people, with for- || south to the Ultima Thale of Britain inthe north, || self-government. No war like that can be ended 

it k eign institutions, speaking tongues far different || embracing an empire so vastthat Ovid wrote of it, in ninety days, orinasummer’s campaign, butis 

- a . from those of the great majority of the English || ‘when Jupiter looked out from the portals of |, to be a war of years and years, Whatever we 

a A people. ‘The wise people of England, the wise || heaven he saw nothing but what was Roman,’’ | may say of the South, the earnestness of that 

a : Government of England have never attempted || nilnisi Romanum; that great founder of the Roman | people, their indomitable and farious character, 

3 to have homogeneity of institutions; not only || empire over millions of human beings, that wise | Show that in a war to subjugate them extermi- 

d throughout their vast empire, but even in their || and wonderful man, never attempted any homo- | nation must follow, 

h own litle islands, they have respected the rights, || geneity of institutions. But, throughout all that All civil wars of like character, and waged with 

h the privileges, the prerogatives of the Welsh, the || vastterritory, as far ds was possible, there wasleft | like spirit, have lasted for years. ‘The Pelopon- 

if Celts, the Gaels, and the other varieties of men || tothe people of the empire their autonomy or self- || nesian war lasted twenty-seven years, and ended 

e throughout all parts of England, and i: is only by || government, their local institutions. The Par- | in the ruin of Greeee. The civil wars of Rome 

i this spirit of toleration, this noble spirit of toler- || thian, the Indian, the Scythian, the Sarmatian, || lasted for yearsand years. ‘The wars ofthe houses . 

it ation, this worthy conciliatory spirit of the nation || the Briton, the Egyptian, each and all had re- | of York and Lancaster lasted thirty years. ‘The : 

‘ that that vast empire of England has been able to || served to them their local institutions, their local | war of the German confederation lasted thirty 

if stretch its power beyond its own little domain all || religions, their local governments. ‘The gods of | years; and for over forty years raged the civil war i 

b over the earth, encircling the globe, as has been || Egypt and the gods of Gaul, the gods of Athens | in Holland and the Netherlands, when an effort , 

n well said, by the beat of its drums that greet the || and the gods of Asia, were worshiped, if not in | was made by the King of Spain, under the Duke - 

it rising of the morningsun. the Capitol of Rome, at least in its close vicin- | of Alva, to subjugate the people of Holland and - 

= Homogeneity never existed throughout the || ity. And Augustus Cesar himself caused sacri- | the Netherlands to the Lnquisition and taxation of : 

n vast Romanempire. I[t was not attempted by the || fice to be offered in the holy temple of the living || Spain. All history shows that our civil war isto i 

0° dictators of Rome; and it never was attempted || God, in Jerusalem. All religions, all policies, | be long, if not endless, if it is to be conducted in t 

st subsequently by the emperors of Rome. But! more or less, were tolerated, only in subordination || the spirit in which itis conducted now. It is not i 
is 
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to be a war, then, of ninety days, nor of four years, 
nor of this Administration alone; but it is to be a 
war to be passed on from Administration to Afl- 
ministration, throughout all time, until the spirit 
of toleration is once more revived in thiscountry, 
and we learn to revere the lessons our fathers left 
to us. 

The subjugation of eight million people! It 
is an utter impossibility; it cannot be done. 
The outward man may be subjugated. He may 
lie made to bend, to cringe, to bow, to take the 
oaths of allegiance. With bayonets surrounding 
him, you may for a time take from him all out- 
ward manliness. Butthe spirit within him, with 
which God has inspired him, can never be subju- 
gated by mortal man. The soul is indomitable, 
although you may have the outward profession 
of obedience. ‘This subjugation can never be 
even apparently perfected only by the constant 
outward exhibit of bayonets. But whenever that 
exhibit is withdrawn insurrection and armed re- 
bellion will follow. ‘This nation may be made a 
nation of soldiers, but if it be made a nation of 
soldiersaltogether, | repeat again that men of our 
kith and kin, men of our blood and our soul, 
men educated in our institutions, and inspired by 
the education which has been given lo us by our 
ancestors, such men, whether right or wrong, 
can never be rated. God never made the 
race we are born of to be subjects or slaves. 


au yu 


All Europe—Prance, England, Russia, all com- 
bined—can never subdue my own native State of 
Maine, You may drive the people trom the sea- 
coust, but they will go to the mountains; you 
may desolate their hills and their valleys, but the 
spirit of the voble people of that gallautState can 
never, never be subjugated by the whole earth 
combined. Eight millions of like men, for like 
weare, with the same blood coursing hour veins, 
and spread over territory reaching from the Poto- 
mac to the Rio Grande, never, never can be sub- 
jugated by men of the same kith and kin. Not 
only human courage, but climate, soil, and a ter- 
ritory fortified by swamp and forest and malaria 
all forbid. Every wood in Virginia is a fortress, 
Every swamp in Carolina and Georgia isa ditch. 
The vastness of the territory to be subjugated is 
its great defense. Marion and Sumter in the 
swamps of South Carolina kept at bay for months 
the finest infantry of England under Lord Raw- 
don, and the best cavalry in the world under Col- 
onel Tarleton. 

I know that these truths are unpalatable; but 
it 18 quite time that they should be preached to 
our countrymen even if they do not like to hear. 
They are notnew. They have all been preached 
inthe English tongue before,and in another great 
civilwar. | speak but the words which our noble 
ancestors upon the other side of the ocean spoke 
in the days of the Revolution, when they said 
that three millions of Englishmen in the Ameri- 
can colonies of Great Britain could never, never 
be subjugated by the armed empire of England. 
Subjagation they pronounced to be utterly im- 
possible in 1774-75, as | pronounce it now, in 
1864. 

gut Lam asked, ‘* What are we to do? Are 
we tosubmittorebelsandtherebellion? Are we to 
lie down and let the rebels of the South ride over 
us? Are we to give up this great contest, and to 
surrender our holy Union and our sacred institu- 
tions?”’ I say, never; no, never! Never, t re- 
peat—never are we to surrender the tustitutions 
that our fathers bequeathed us, or the unity that 
they bestowed upon us. But we are to resort to 
their lessons and their instractions for the salva- 
tion, the redemption, and the reintegration of this 
Union, What the people of the North desire is 
reunion and peace, Whatthe people of the South 
desire is peace, not with dishonor, but peace with 
honor. We both desire peace; and why not, then, 
try to agree upon terms? Negotiation is the pre- 
luminary step to reconciliation. This is the lesson 
that our fathers have bequeathed tous, Convene 
tion, consultation—these are the great prevailing 
principles of our Government, and the only prin- 
ciples upon which that Government can be main- 
tained and handed down to our children, unless 
we intend to be eternally in arms. 

Teil me vot that Lam premature in these re- 
marks. They are the words of Burke, and Fox, 
and Chatham, and Camden, and other illustrious 
Englishmen in the beginning of our Revolution, | 
in 1772, in 1774, in 1776, and until the treaty of | 


peace in 1783. Let me call the attention of this 
House and of the country to some of the motions 
made in the British Parliament prior to the out- 
break ofour Revolution in 1776, and pending that 
Revolution, 
| In 1774, April 15, Lord North introduced into 
the House of Commons a bill to provide for the 
trial of Boston people who might be charged with 
violating the laws of England, not in Massachu- 
setts, not in Boston, but providing for taking them 
to England and elsewhere to be tried. Loud was 
the remonstrance from Boston, and from Massa- 
| chusetis generally, and from ail parts of this then 
| colonial country. But Lord North was sustained; 
the bill was carried ia the House of Commons by 
| a vote of 127 to 44, and in the House of Lords by 
a vote of 49 to 12. 
| _ In 1774, April 19, there was introduced a mo- 
| tion to repeal the tea duty, and Edmund Burke 
| 
| 


seconded that resolution. But Burke and those 
| whoagreed with himdid notsucceed. The people 
of England were no more willing to reason then 
| than the people of the North or South are wiil- 
| ing to reason now. ‘The proposition was voted 
| down—ayes 49, noes 182. 

In 1774, November 30, in the new Parliament, 
the king sent ina speech adverse to the colo- 
nies—utterly adverse to their right to control 
their local institutions, their right of local self- 
government. There was great debate upon that; 
but the address was carried in the House of Com- 
mons by a vote of 264 to 73, and in the House of 
Lords by a vote of 63 to 13. 


| his great effort in the House of Lords to have 
| the Briush troops withdrawn from the city of Bos- 

ton—to stop fighting, for fighting had begun in 
| the city of Boston, and try consultation and con- 


_ciliation with the good people of Massachusetts, | 


| in order to avoid the effusion of human blood. 
But Lord Chatham if heard was not heeded. 
Che proposition was voted down (as a like propo- 
sition has been voted down in this Elouse) by a 
vote of 68 to 18. On that occasion Lord Chat- 
ham said: 


* Resistance to your act was as necessary as it was just, 
and your declaration of the omnipotence of Parliament, and 
| your imperious doctrine of the necessity of submission, will 


| be found equally incompetent to convince or enslave your | 
| fellow-subjects in America, who feel that tyranny, whether | 


ambitioned by an individual part of the Legislature or the 
bodies who compose it, is equally intolerable to British sub- 
jects. 

**T trust it is obvious to your lordships that all attempts 
to impose servitude upon such men, to establish despotism 


over such a mighty continental nation, must be vain, must | 


be fatal. We shall be foreed ultimatety to retract. 
retract while we can, not when we must.’’ 


Let us 


The proposition of Lord Chatham was sup- 
| ported by Lords Shelburne, Camden, Rocking- 
ham, and Richmond, but was supported in vain. 
The British ministry was deaf to the eloquence of 


| rounding nobility. 

Lord Chatham then took another step. He 
proposed, if the colonies would recognize the su- 
preme Governmentof England, to invite from the 
colonies a free gift of revenue; but this was re- 
jected by a vote of 61 to 32. 
| In 1775, January 29, there appeared before the 
British Parliament, claiming a hearing, the illus- 


distinguished Lee. They asked to be heard at 
| the bar of the House of Commons in behalf of 
| the colonies of the United States, but they were 
| not heard. 
the British Parliament would not recognize the 


| legal existence of any Congress of the United 
States. 


| address to the king against the colonies; Fox 
| moved to amend that by cen%uring the ministry, 
but he failed by a vote of 304 to 105. The ad- 
dress was carried by a vote inthe Hou 


87 to 27. 

In 1775, March 22, Burke proposed concession, 
conciliation, and addressed the House on the 
subject. He was heard undoubtedly with far less 
patience than lam heard here to-day. His mo- 
tion was rejected, 270 to 78. Lord North then 
exclaimed—and the like of which we often hear 
| on the floor of this House—that Burke was but 
helping the rebellion. 

In 1776, Congress petitioned the king to be 





In 1775, January 20, in the beginning of the out- | 
break of our Revolution, Lord Chatham made | 


| Chatham, and deaf to the reasoning of the sur- | 


They were refused a hearing because | 
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| trious Franklin, the well-known Butler, and the | 


In 1775, February 2, Lord North moved his | 


ve of Com- || 
mons of 296 to 106, and in the House of Lords of 
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heard, and the petition was rejected as from an 
illegal body. 

The Duke of Grafton then left the party in 
power, and joined the Opposition. The address 
to the king, however, was carried by a vote in the 
House of Commons of 176 to 72, and in the House 
of Lords of 75 to 32. 

Burke then proposed conciliation again, and 
asked for the calling of a congress by royal au- 
thority to settle the difficulties. His proposition 
was lost by a large majority. It isa proposition 
which seems to me at this time, in the omnipo- 
tence of our power and the abundance of our vic- 
tories, ought to come—I will not say from this, but 


| from the other side of the House—that there may 
| be consultation with the people of the South to 





| see whether this horrible effusion of human blood 
| cannot be stopped. 


But the proposition of Burke 
was lost by a large majority, although it was sup- 
ported by Barré, Fox, and others; and Lord North 
was said at heart to favor Burke’s proposition, 
Lord North, however, soon after, as an organ 
of the king and ministry, introduced a bill pro- 
hibiting intercourse with the colonies. Martial 


| law was declared, and the proposition was carried 
by a vote of 112to 16 in the House of Commons, 


and 78 to 19 in the House of Lords. And it was 
about that time that the British ministry resolved 
not to trust to the people of England, of Scotland, 
and of Ireland forthe restoration of harmony and 


| peace, but to rely upon the Hessians. The Land- 


grave of Hesse-Cassel furnished 12,104; the Duke 
of Brunswick 4,084; the Prince of Hesse 668; and 
the Prince of Waldeck 670—17,526 Hessians in 
all. This proposition to employ these Hessians 
was carried in the House of Commons by a vote 
of 242 to 88. There exists at this time in Hesse- 
Cassel a beautiful palace, with beautiful grounds, 
called Wilhemshoe, and surpasses, in my judg- 
ment, Versailles, even, built by the purchase- 
money of these Hessians—money obtained from 
the British treasury; but no Englishman looks at 
it, beautiful as it is, without the blush of shame 
that the money of England was used to employ 
Hessians to subjugate the colonies. 

In 1778, after Burgoyne’s defeat, the people of 
England, for the first time, began to have some 
sense of the magnitude of the war they were un- 
dertaking. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Let me ask the gentleman 
whether those movements to which he 1s refer- 
ring did not lead to the success of the rebellion 
in the colonies. 

Mr. BROOKS. I will say to the gentleman 
that Lord North, the Earl of Temple, and the 
Tories of England generally used the very words 
that we have heard so often on the other side of 
the House, ** You are helping the rebellion.” 
But if these men had been heard and heeded in 
the beginning of the American Revolution there 
would diave been no war. If the wisdom of Chat- 
ham had been confided in the colonies would 
not have rebelled, and there would have been no 
separation from Great Britain. It was because 
the people of Englandand the ministry would not 
listen to the admonitions of these wise statesmen 
that the empire was broken up, and we became 
independent States instead of loyal colonies. 

Atter the defeat of Burgoyne there once more 
arose a great debate in the British Parliament, 
in which Fox and Germaine participated. ‘The 
words of ’ox were admonitory, and so well worth 
remembering thatl will read them. Fox was com- 
paring Germaine to Dr. Sangrado— 

* Bleeding, he said, has been his only prescription. Forten 
years that he has presided over American affairs, the most vi- 
olent, scalping, tomahawking measures have been taken. If 
a people deprived of their ancientrights have grown tumult- 
uous, bleed them. If they are attacked with a spirit of in- 
-urrection, bleed them. If theirfever should have run into 
rebellion, bleed them, cries the State physician. More 
blood! More blood! Still more blood !” 

This was the remedy of Lord Germaine. I 
will not say it isthe only remedy of any member 
upon the floor of this House of Congress. 

In 1778 Lord North, now awakened to the per- 
ils of the empire, proposed a consultation, but it 
was then too late. He proposed to repeal every 
anti-colonial act of Great Britain from 1763 to 
1778, and he proposed to treat the Congress of 
the colonies as a body to be consulted. But it 
was too late. And here I beg gentlemen upon 
the other side to recall history, to be admonished 
by it, for history in this day is but a repetition of 
the past. Holland and France and Spain were 
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awakening, and Franklin and Laurens and Lee 
and others were in consultation with the rivals of 
the English monarch, and those monarchs were | 


prepared to interfere in the contest between Eng- || and I tell the honorable gentleman again that | 


land and these colonies. Our Congress, aware | 
of its strength for the first time, refused to listen 
to Lord North. So the storm may be gathering | 
now. Yes, the storm is gathering beyond the Rio 
Grande—a foreboding storm—and the empire of 
France established there through Maximilian will | 
soon be stretching its vast arms over the Rio 
Grande and interfering with these States of 
America, 

But before anybody has interfered, before Eng- 
land, or Holland, or Spain, or France has inter- 
fered, | beseech my countrymen, in view of these | 
lessons of history, in the spirit of forbearance 
and conciliation, to’endeavor to end this war, | 
now, when we are strong, and when no foreign 
arm is actually upraised, the more to rend asunder 
the Union. 

Commissioners were sent to Philadelphia, but 
sentin vain. The emissaries of France were in 
Philadelphia, not to heal the breach, but to widen 
it, and in 1783 England was obliged to grant to 
these colonies their independence. I advise no 
such grant; | desire the acceptance of no such | 
proposition. Lam indisposed ever to receive such 
a proffer of peace as that; but at this day, and at 
this hour, holding up the lessons of history, lL be- 
seech this honorable House to study these lessons | 
of history before it is too late, and secure a peace 
when it can be done by mingled kindness and con- 
ciliation as well as by force of arms. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
a question: suppose the Government of the Unt- 
ted States should adopt the plan he suggests for 
restoring peace to the country, and that plan should 
fail, is the gentleman ready then to wage war 
against this rebellion until it shall have been | 
crushed and the authority of the Government 
maintained; or would he then acknowledge the 
independence of the rebel States? 

Mr. BROOKS. Never will I consent to ac- | 
knowledge their independence. We are one peo- 
ple, one country, and have one destiny; itis writ- 
ten out by the finger of Omnipotence. 

Mr. WILSON. With all respect to the gen- 
tleman from New York, | desire an answer. I | 
wish to know whether, if these means should fail, | 
the gentleman would then be willing to wage this 
war for the suppression of the rebellion. It not, 
what means would the gentleman have the Gov- 
ernment adopt? 

Mr. BROOKS. I am coming to that. I was 
about to say, when the gentleman interrupted me, 
that God made this for one country. Omnipo- 
tence seems to have written out for it one destiny 
and one law. It is written outin the rock-ribbed 
Alleghanies, which extend from the Hudson al- 
most to the Mississippi; it is written out on the 
great father of the waters with its hundred thou- 
sand miles of navigation. We are made for one 
people, and what God has put together no man 
cau) put asunder. 

But more, war is not the remedy; it is not the 
Christian, itis not the civilized remedy for this dis- 
aster and trouble in which we are involved at the 
present hour. Our first duty is to try concilia- 
on and kindness; our first duty is to imitate the 
proposition of Burke in the British Parliament— 
negotiation. If we offer negotiation, and the South 
relase to bear negotiation upon justand equitable 
terms, the South will be divided and we shall be 
untied. The war will-then be there a war atthe 
ballot-box, and in the southern country; not here 
a war of blood and devastation. Our remedy is 
not the sword, itis not the cartridge-box, until all 
Other remedies whatsoever have been exhausted, 

Thea, as Christians, if we are Christians, or 
profess Christianity, our first duty to God, our 
first duty to our institutions, is to assemble in 
convention and to try reconciliation. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. PRICE obtained the floor. | 

Mr. BROOKS. I should like to have a little | 
more tine to conclude my remarks. | 

Mr. GARFIELD. I move that the gentleman 
have leave to go on. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Leave can be granted by | 
UnaAninoUs Consent. 

No objection was made. | 








Mr. BROOKS. Whenever the day and hour 
come when Christianity fuils to restore peace, 
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| 
when the example of our fathers who assembled } 


i 











in convention fails to restore peace, | shall be 
ready to mark out the course that I will pursue, | 


never, never will consent to a severance of this 
Union. I wish to be so understood, not only here, 
buteverywhere. Llwish my voice, if possible, to 
be heard Southas wellas North. Every human 
effort that can be made by the arts of peace should 
be made, and if the Union cannot be restored ex- 
actly as it was,in the same words and in the same 
letters, fam prepared forsome other bargain which 
will again be satisfactory to all sections of this 
Union. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire toask whether, in any 
event, under any circumstances, the gentleman is 
in favor of maintaining the Union by war against 
the rebellion. 

Mr. BROOKS. [repeat that under no circum- 
stances will | ever consent to ask fora passport to 
zo to Mount Vernon or Monticello or to the tomb 
of Marshall, or to demand one to go to Concord 
and Lexington and Bunker Hill. Under no cir- 
cumstance, if I descend or ascend the Mississippi, 
will | ever consent to have my baggage examined 
by the officers of a foreign country upon the banks 
of that river. 

Mr. WILSON. I submit that the gentleman 
has not answered my question directly. 1 ask 
again whether the gentleman is willing, under any 
circumstances, to secure to himself the enjoyment 
of the privilege he has mentioned through force 
of arms against the rebellion. 

Mr. BROOKS. If it be necessary; ifthe South 
has no reason; if it will hear nothing of peace; 
if it will obstruct the Mississippi and the Chesa- 
peake, and is determined to take from us the rights 
which we have had from our ancestors, then a 
new case will arise; but until that case arises in 
the rebellion, | do not propose to mark out the 
course which I will pursue hereafter. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 now ask if in any event, in 
the new case, he would then be willing to wage 
war against those now in rebellion against the 
authority of the Government. 

Mr. BROOKS. I do not believe thatafterany | 
of these efforts for peace there would be any such 
new case. But, onthe contrary, if the war should 
be persisted in, | am ready and willing to main- 
tain those rights as they have been handed down 
to us by our ancestors. I know the astuteness 
of the gentleman from lowa, and I see the coterie 
of claquers by which he is surrounded in this 
effort to catechise me. | 

Mr. BOUTWELL. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. BROOKS. Iam afraid the gentleman docs 
not give a right interpretation to my words. | 
mean nothing objectionable to the gentleman. I 
do not wish to say anything that may be offen- 








sive. I think I have expressed myself clearly. 
What I object to is laying down what I would ro 
in a certain contingency; because what may hap- | 
pen hereafter | cannot say. [| cannot lay down 
a programme for the future; but as explicitly as | 
a man can say it, I have said, and repeat, that 
under no circumstances will I ever consent to a 
severance of the Union of these States. 

Mr. WILSON. But the gentleman did state 
a case which may oecur in the future, and I ask 
him again, in the event of that case occurring, is 
he willing to meet it by force of arms? 

Mr. BROOKS. Whenever the South refuses 
all proffers of peace whatsoever, lam ready, upon | 
the reserved rights of this nation, to maintain its | 
legitimate constitutional authority by force of | 
arms. (Several Mempers. ‘* Now you’ve got | 
it.’’] There may be various ways of settling the 
difficulties with the South; ever the slave ques- 
tion may be gotover. ‘The honorable gentleman 
from Wisconsin may be gratified by refusing the 
South the rightof representation for its slaves on 
the three-fifths principle. I think the South would | 
willingly consent to that and to have every negro 
there count one, as atthe North. I think there 
will be no difficulty about that. I think that the 
subject of the fugitive slave law, which is so of- | 
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system of duties between Rhode Island and New 
York and Connecticut, and between Annapolis, 
in Maryland, and the eastern coast of Virginia, so 
as to have one commerce, that this Constitution 
was made. 

We might have a zollverein, as they have in 
Germany, for the collection of our duties. All 
those difficulties that exist now between ourselves 
and our southern countrymen might be adjusted 
in convention, by peaceable negotiation, But, as 
L have shown before by the example of nations 
that have gone before us, in my judgment they 
never can be adjusted by arms. In the end, as 
the President of the United States said in his in- 
augural address, we must come to terms by nego- 
tiation. 


Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from New 


| York, with a view to get his opinion on the sub- 


ject, permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BROOKS. Certainly. 

Mr. KASSON. Itisthis. The gentleman from 
New York has run a parallel, instead of a con- 
trast, between this causeless and infamous rebel- 
lion and that of our fathers against the English 
Government for a cause which they avowed with 
a list of their grievances. He now asserts itasa 
fact that, with a proper proffer of terms on our 
part, the Union can be restored. I ask him to give 
to the House the benefit of his information on that 
point. What evidence has he got that the South 
will come back into the Union on any terms con- 
sistent with the preservation of the Constitution 
and the Union? The evidence is what I desire. 

Mr. BROOKS. What evidence could I have? 
If | should speak to some southern man, or if I 
should write to some southern man, I should, in 
doing so, be violating the laws of the country. 
I cannot write to any man in the South. I can- 
not commune with anybody in the South, That 
is one of the difficulties of the position. 

Mr. KASSON. The distinguished gentleman 


| from New York has affirmed the fact that peace 


can be restored on that basis. I wish the evi- 
dence of the fact on which the whole argument 
rests, 

Mr. BROOKS. Suppose we try. At an early 
period of the wara gentleman from the State of 
Georgia, well known in this House, a gentleman 
who is now vice president of the so-called south- 
ern confederacy, made an effort to be heard in the 
interest of peace, and was refused an audience. 

flort was made from the Canadian front- 
ier, but the President of the United States did 
not permit it to come to any conclusion. Under 
the laws of ourcountry, | repeat, it is impossible 


| for an individual legitimately to obtain informa- 


tion from the southern country. Hence it is im- 
possible for me to answer the question of the 


| gentleman from lowa. All that I can say is—try, 


try. If we succeed, immortality will rest upon 
our efforts. If we fail, we shall be right as against 
the South; and the responsibility will be on south- 
ern heads. 

Mr. KASSON. DoT understand the gentle- 
man from New York to say that any authorized 


| commission to treat for peace on the basis of the 


Union has ever been refused to be received by 


this Government, either from Canada, Fortress: 


Monroe, or elsewhere—any authorized commis- 
sion to treat for peace on the basis of the Union? 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, had 
a commission which was understood to be for 
peace, and he was not received. 

Mr. KASSON. It is denied by the head of 
that rebel government himself. 

Mr. BROOKS. And is affirmed by Mr. Ste- 
phens in a speech which he has made in the 


| South. 


Mr. KASSON. I have not seen that speech. 


I differ with the gentleman from New York on 


fensive to the great mass of the northern people, || 


may be arranged. 
that. 

The great object in the formation of the Unton 
was commerce and trade. Commerce and trade | 
formed this Union, not patriotism altogether. It | 
was because of the difficulty of having an equal 


I see no essential difficulty in 


i 
i 


the point of fact. 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Chairman, Iam wellaware 
that at this period of the history of the country 
it is in vain to make such speeches as | am now 
making. [ make them, not for the present mo- 
ment, but to sow the seeds of thought and of con- 
sideration for the people of this great country. I 
make them to be considered and dwelt upon here- 
after, and I hope that they will lead to reflection 
throughout the country. I hope the Republican 
side of the House will cease to cherish that feel- 
ing against us on this side of the House in which 
they have hitherto indulged. We desire Union 
as much as they do; but we do not see, in their 
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mode and manner of obtaining that Union, any 
good result possible, and we do not believe that it 
is possible. 1 address my remarks to the House, 
in accordance with my purpose to try and produc: 


some community of feeling, some community of 


action, which May, he reafter, be useful to our con- 
stituents. If | were acting the mere réle of an 
Opposition member, L should do nothing but 
throw obstacles in the way of the other side of the 
House; but I hold it to be the duty of a man in 
the Opposition to propose as well as to oppose; 
and hence the propositions which I have put out. 

No man on that side of the House, | call God 
to witness, desires the reunion of these States 
more ardently than | desire it. No man would 
make greater sacrifices than [ would make to 
restore to peace and harmony this now bleeding 
country. But I speak in vain, [Mam ina mi- 
nority on the floor of this Elouse, and will be in 
a greater minority hereafter. IL can only appeal 
to my countrymen, to their good feeling, to their 
reason and their sense. ‘To them | appeal as to 
Americans having a great history, not now, | 
trust, to end, I appeal more ¢ specially to New 
England men, for independence, self-action, and 
individuality upon this floor. 1 appeal to that 
| 
chusetts—which sometimes thinks and acts for 
herself, independent even of party chains. Let 
her step forth and act now on this great occasion, 
and immortalize herself, as she has heretofore 
done, 

Mr. ELIOT. I would ask the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] if itis not true 
that the part of Massachusetts in which he was 
born belongs now to the State of Maine? 

Mr. BROOKS. I do not think the gentleman 
should ask so impertinent a questionas that. ‘The 
wit of the remark does not compensate for the 
time of the House occupied by it. 

Mr. ELIOT. It has truth in it, at all events. 

Mr. BROOKS. lam happy to say thatl was 
not born in that part of Massachusetts which the 
genileman represents. 
wholly uncalled for. 


There was a period in the history of Massa- | 


chusetts when that State, great and powerful in 
her control over the Revolution of 1776, forgetting 
the rival claims of her own eminent sons, and 
even forgetful of the good city of Boston, in the 


person of John Adams nominated a slaveholder, | 


George Washington, of Virginia, to be the Com- 
mander-in-Chiefof the armies of the United States. 
Jt is in that spirit that | invoke Massachusetts 
men to act now; 1 implore Massachusetts men to 
look back to these antecedents of their history and 
emulate the glory of thatera. And Il alsoappeal 
to other New England men upon the floor of this 
House; and to those who come from the far dis- 
tant shores of the Pacific I thus appeal, because 


this Government is now a New England Govern- |} 


ment, and, in the main, in the hands of New Eng- 
land men. 

Throughout the vast regions of the lakes, across 
the Rocky mountains, the New England element 
governsand controls this country. Lappeal, there- 
fore, to the three New England men from the State 
of lowa, and to the honorable gentleman, the lead- 
ing member from the State of Illinois. I appeal to 
the h®orable gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Stevens,| the monitor and the Mentor of this 
House, who was born among the Green mount- 
ains of Vermont, and who exercises so omnipo- 
tent an influence in controlling the deliberations 
of this body; to him | appeal for support of this 
effort to bring peace again to our people. 


These personalities are | 


was born—the State of Massa- | 


whose company, inthe better days of the Repub- 
lic, we both marched together, | would invoke 
hin to remember the history of that great man. 

‘Lhrice by efforts of conciliation he averted the 
evils of civil war. First upon the Missouri ques- 
tion in 1820; then in 1832, in the Senate, by his 
action upon the tariff, in eloquence which stirred 
the nation’s heart, and which had an omnipotent 
and controlling influence then over both Houses 
of Congress, he again stopped the threatened effu- 
sion of human blood. Andin the great compro- 
mise questions of 1850, by his eloquence, his 
power, his wisdom, his social influence, as well 
as by his omnipotence in debate, by the respect 
which all portions of this country had for that 
great and illustrious man, civil war was again 
averted from this unhappy land. 

Oh, that | could approach the White House, 
and repeat to the Chief Magistrate the lessons of 
our illustrious teacher, and invoke him to follow 
that illustrious example, and todo himself the im- 
mortal honor, to be, not the last President of the 
United States, but the saviour and restorer of this 
divided, distracted, and bleeding Union. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, | have heard it 
said that genius is the crowning diadem on the 
brow of manhood; but if 1 had ever been induced 
to believe the declaration, | should have changed 
my opinion since | became a member of this 
House. I have listened, sir, as this House has 
done, frequently—again and again—to the honor- 
able gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooks,] 


when he has held spell-bound the members of 


this body upon questions that have agitated this 


| country from its center to its circumference; and 


‘|| when I have returned to my home on the western 
| bank of the Mississippi,and my constituents have 





Let us | 


together try to do honor to New England men | 


and New England history, forgetful of those pro- 
vincialisms which have been fostered by this civil 
war, and, if possible, accomplish the restoration 
of this Union. 

Oh, that it was within my power to go within 


the Chief Magistrate there; | would do what, alas! 
as an impenitent sinner, | do not dare do to my 
Maker—on bended knees implore him in his now 


the peries of the White House, and to approach | 


almost omnipotent authority to exercise all the | 


powers of Christianity, all the lessons, all the arts 
of peace for the restoration of this now divided 


and broken Union, and to stop the further effu- | 


sion of human blood. In the name of that great 
patriot whom we once in common revered, whose 
voice has been so often heard in the deliberations 
of this Capitol, in the name of Henry Clay, in 





asked me concerning the members and the doings 


| of this House, and when they have asked me the 


question ** Who is the best orator in the lower 
House of Congress?’’ I have invariably referred 
them to the gentleman from New York who has 
justtaken his seat. His silvery accents, his smooth 


sentences, his well-informed mind, enlightened not | 


| only from history, but from his travels in foreign 


lands, qualify him admirably to entertain and to 
instruct an audience of this or any other kind. 
But, sir, | regret to say, and I say it with sin- 
cere sorrow, that his ingenuity is equal, if not 
superior, to his genius. Sir, there is not a man 
upon either side of this House to-day, who has 
listened to the honorable gentleman’s speech of an 
hour and a half, his eloquence, his rhetoric, his 
oratory, but must be satisfied that the entire aim 
and intent of the whole speech and the desire of the 
man are that it shall aid the enemies of our coun- 


try, and as a consequence depress the friends of | 


the Administration and of the Government and of 
the civil and religious institutions with which we 
are blessed in this land. Slavery—the very thing 
that the honorable gentleman told us in that very 
place at the last session of Congress was dead— 
slavery is the alphaand the omega of that speech. 


| That speech, | undertake to say, without fear of 
|, successful contradiction, is intended tostrengthen 


the hands of the slaveholders and the hands of the 


rebels; and in justso muchas itstrengthens their | 


hands it weakens ours, and causes the blood of 


patriot hearts to flow upon southern soil. No | 


other conclusion can be arrived at. 

Sir, | like to meet gentlemen with their own 
arguments What I may say in reference to that 
gentleman or any other gentleman on this floor 
upon this question would have but a tithe of the 
weight (if it had so much) that would attach to a 
declaration coming from the gentleman’s self upon 
this question. And I want nothing stronger, [ 
want nothing clearer, | want nothing more con- 
clusive than what the gentleman who has just 


taken his seat after his eloquent effort has given | 

ubject. It is | 

fortunate for some men that they write; itis my 
’ 


to the American people upon this subject. 


unfortunate for others that they write and publis 


their writings; and I now can understand, if I | 
never did before, the force of the sentiment long | 


since expressed by an eminent individual, “Oh, 
that mine adversary had written a book!’? My 
friend from New York has written, if notabook, 
at least a good many pieces in newspapers, and 
if they were put together and bound they would 


make a book. But whethera book or not, they are | 


equally binding, and of equal force on this occa- 
sion. 


Slavery—that thing that was ‘dead,’’ and 
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which the gentleman from New York now seeks 
to resurrect—is not the blessed boon to the hu. 
man family that he and others would have us 
believe at this day, if he is to be believed in his 
declarations made a few years since upon this 
same question. I read from his own language, 

‘* Washington, March 8, 1833,”’ is the date, 
Thisis December 14,1864. Strange thata little less 
than thirty-one years should change so greatly a 


' man’s sentiments, change his opinions, change his 


language, change his very being, if that were pos- 
sible. Now, sir, let me tell that gentleman that, 
although I have never been across the Atlantic, 
although I claim not his knowledge of the lan- 
guages or his polished, silver-tongued oratory, 
there is one truth that outweighs all these—that 
is, that principles are eternal. What was right 
in 1833 cannot be wrongto-day. What wasright 
a thousand years ago must be right to-day, and 
will be if we live a billion of years in the future, 
Now, sir, what was right in 1833 in reference to 
that question, the gentleman himself being the 
judge in the case? He is posted upon this ques- 
tion. Itis nota matter of yesterday with him. 
It is a question to which he has given the atten- 


| tion of his life and one upon which he is at this 


| people. 


day eminently qualified to instruct the American 
He says: 

“ Slavery carries with it its own affictions, its own pun- 
ishments. It is a dead drag to the body-politie.”’ 

Ay, sir, and I think that some of the gentle- 
men’s friends on the 8th of last November found 
it to be so much of a ** dead drag”’ that the party 
who attempted to drag it found themselves dead, 

‘“‘ ft is a dead drag to the body-politie. It is impossible 
for any community to prosper with it in its bosom.’ 

So I think, so think the majority of the Amer- 
ican people—that it is impossible for them to 
prosper with that ‘dead drag’? hung epon their 
backs; and therefore they now feel disposed to 
get rid of it. 

“The affliction bears as heavily upon the master as upon 
the slave.”’ 


Yea, verily, does it! It does bear heavily upon 


| the master as wellasupon the slave, and thousands 
|, and tens of thousands of the free and loyal men of 


| this land have suffered not only in their rights 


| but have gone down to their graves because sla- 
a . 








|| presses his servant. 
| that that community of whites, taken as a whole, must be 


very has existed in this country, 
*‘Ttendangers the peace and happiness of the master,’» 
Does the gentleman wish to endanger the peace 
and happiness of his friends in the South? If 
not, why does he come into this Congress and 
continue his present course of conduct? 
* And robs the slave of his freedom aud his birthright.” 
So we think. 


‘* As to prosperity and the accumulation of property, it 
keeps the master in the rear of others in a Jike situation 
exeinpt from this evil, and thus depresses him when it de- 
It is demonstrable, in my opinion, 


happier, more prosperous, and richer, where slavery is pro- 
hibited than where it is allowed.” 

Now I wish tosay to the gentleman from New 
York that we are in favor of prohibiting slavery. 
Does he say that is wrong? He says that it 
produces unhappiness. Itis his own language— 
not dictated to him by me; not dictated to him by 
any gentleman on this side of the House, or any 
gentleman upon this floor, for it was written ata 
time when no man who occupies a seat here now 
was a member of this House. It was his candid 
opinion on the question. 

It may be replied that the effort to-day, and the 
efforts heretofore, have not been made with the 
intention of strengthening slavery. Then what 
have they been made for? Is it only an exhibi- 
tion of oratory and eloguence? The gentleman 
has traveled over the continents of Europe and 
Asia and Africa, he has quoted the history of 
ancient and modern times, and, not content with 
profane history, he has given us ample quotations 
from the Scriptures. [am astonished, utterly as- 
tonished, and unable to account for it, that after 

uoting from the Old ‘Testament and from the New 

estament, yet in the same speech, before the 
words had scarcely passed from his lips, he tells 
ou he does not bow the knee to his Saviour. 
Vell, I say, God save me from the man who 
quotes Scripture and yet denies its force. It 
may be right for some men, but I am earnest and 
sincere when I make the prayer that | want to be 
saved from menof that kind. I want to be saved 
from them morally, religiously, and politically. 
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There may be sincerity there, but I lack the ap- 
»rehension to see It. 

But that is not all. There is a great deal which 
the time of the House will not justify me in read- 
ing. But I do not intend that his speech shall go 
to the world, ingenious as it is, without being 
contradicted. I do not want that it shall be con- 
tradicted by any gentleman in this House, and 
there are many more able to reply to it than I am. 
[am not satisfied with that kind of answer; for 
I tell you, Mr. Chairman, and I tell this House 
to-day, that when the Globe shall goto the world 
with the speechof the gentleman from New York, 
which is intended to undermine the fair fabric of 
our free institutions by embarrassing the Govern- 
ment, it shall carry the poison and the antidote 
in his own language. 1 want the gentleman from 
New York answered by the same gentleman from 
New York. I hope the reporters will take par- 
ticular pains to report this part of my speech. 

“Who does not see, then, that it is for the interest ofthe 
North to have the South a slaveholding people? Cupidity 
and meanness and avarice all point that wa Give the 
South, with the elimate, the free labor of the North, and 
the North, with her rocks and her ice, must yield. The 
South must become more prosperous. ‘The people must 
become richer. The country must become better popu- 
Jated ; for it is a law of our nature that what we do for our- 
selves we do with a better heart than what we do for others. 
Northern people, then, have no interest in liberating the 
slaves of the South.’? 





Is that the reason why the gentleman opposes 
the liberation of the slaves? [| do not say that it 
is, but it is the fair inference from what he wrote 
in 1833. 

Again he says: 

*[ do notagree with many whom I meet with here, and 
who say, judging from what they see, that the negroes are 
an inferior race of men, and therefore ‘ we have a right to 
make them subservient to us.’ ” 


I call the attention of the House to that lan- 
The gentleman believes the negroes are | 


ruagce 
guage. 


not an inferior race. If he does not believe them 


inferior he must believe they are at least equal | 


to us. 


**T deny the premises, or, granting them, deny the iufer- 
ence. [can find negroes, very many, even here, who are 
activeand bright, and who, ifeducated, would inake a figure 


‘ 


in the world ;°— 


Ay, ** make a figure in the world.’? And are the | 
chains to be riveted and the shackles fastened upon | 


those men who, if free and possessed of the ad- 


vantages of education would make a ficure in the 


world ?— 
‘who are better gifted, and better instructed also, than 


some of the whites on the sand hills or the pine barrens.’? | 


Why, it seems to me that the vision of some 
departed old abolitionist appeared to the gentle- 
man from New York when he wrote these lines. 
It would seem as if he had imbibed the spirit of 
Phillips, or some other abolitionist, when he 
penned these lines to a friend in New York: 


** But the great mass of the whole black race are deplorably 


ignorant, deplorahly incapable. Some of the freed negroes 
are the most stupid animated matter I ever met with. The 
well-trained dog has more intelligence than they have. 


Others about house, who come in daily contact with their | 


masters and their families, are bright, more or less, com 


paratively speaking; tiius showing that it is ignorance, | 


want of education or association with educated men that 
brutifies them; and I have observed very often that where 
there is the greatest moss of ignorance there is the most 
brutified face. Southern gentlemen sometimes inquire if 
you would set such a mass of ignorance loose at once, and 
give itfreedom. Ihave never made up any opinion upon 
this question, or any other, than this, that it is npne of my 
business, but theirs ;°— 


Now the gentleman thinks it is his business; | 
that is, his business to keep them in slavery, D&t 


not to set them free— 


‘and that I would not live in acountry where such astate 


of things existed, aud where there was so much danger.” | 


And while he would not live in a country in 
which slavery existed, yet he has quoted from the 
Old ‘Testament and the New Testament to uphold 
it; and though { have in the last thirty years often 
heard Paul’s speech on Mars’ hill preached from, 
1 never before beard such a conclusion drawn from 
it as has been drawn from it by the gentleman 


from New York to-day. 


**Southern gentlemen in general affeet to despise the | 


danger. Butif they do, their wives and daughters do not. 
Indeed they do not. They dare not speak freely ou this sub- 


ject at a dinner table,when @ slave is within hearing. | 
Such conversation is obscure, or in whispers. So tar they | 


are slaves themselves, that in the presence of their slaves 


they must kecp a guard on their conversation. They do not | of the speech of the gentleman had reference to 


go to bed at night with the same ease and freedom we do. 
They call their military to their aid, and keep their slaves 
under martial law. The cities of Richmond, Charleston, 


and Savannah keep up « wilitary guard. No small portion | 


of the white population must watch under arms while the 
other portion sleeps.’? 

And this was in 1833, when enjoying all the 
blessings of slavery, and when they had the con- 


j 
| 


trol of the entire Government. 


| the southern confederacy. 


* Tell me there is no belief of danger when the military 
watches over one’s body and one’s property.’ 


L GLOBE. 
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Mr. PRICE. Yes, and Rome. 1 would not 
| forget Rome fora great deal, because there is the 
| point where the gentleman from New York and 
| Gibbon disagree. But I do not intend to reply to 

any of these things; my sole purpose was to place 
the language vsed by the gentleman to-day in 
juxtaposition with language used by the same 











That isa part of the gentleman’s language upon || gentleman on the same subject on a former oc- 


the subject of slavery, and yet, in the last session 
of Congress, speech after speech made by that 
gentleman, and characterized by his usual ability 
and eloquence, was telegraphed over the wires to 
And the wires will 
transmit this speech, but at the same time it will 
carry the news that but a small portion of the 
House concurs in his opinion. We are treated 
here to-day with the hackneyed phrase that we 


| cannot conquer the rebels, that we cannot subdue 








| numbers and figures. 


eight millions; and the gentieman quotes from 
toman history. I must say that either Gibbon 
or he must be mistaken in regard to some of the 
I presume Gibbon is in 
error. 

Do we here want to know that we cannot 
conquer the South? Is that declaration made to 
strengthen our arms and encourage our hearts? 
No, sir; I charge it upon the gentleman, and all 
others who dare make that assertion, that it is in- 
tended to encourage those who are in arms against 
the Government; who are endeavoring to tear 
down the best Government ever given to mankind. 
Outside of this Hall I never heard 

Mr. McKINNEY. I rise to a point of order. 
It is that the gentleman charges the gentleman 
from New York with intending to strengthen the 
rebels inarms. 
charge. 


Mr. PRICE. 





That I believe he intended it. 


The CHAIRMAN pro tempore, (Mr. Biatvein | 


the chair.) The point of order is well taken, in 
the judgment of the Chair. 
one gentleman to characterize the remarks of an- 
other gentleman in that way. 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. McKINNEY. Linsist that the gentleman 
shall not go on until the House gives its consent. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE. I move that the gentle- 
man have leave to proceed in order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PRICE. I believe this is the first time in 
my life—and I am fifty years old—that I was ever 
called to order. 

Mr. McKINNEY. 
left to run free too long. 

Mr. PRICE. 
members of the House who are not acquainted 
with me, that it is not my intention to be out of 


order, and I say, also, positively and emphatic- | 
aily,that it is my intention not to shirk the truth, | 


and if | cannot talk the truth here, I will not talk 
at all; but | shall speak inside the line of order 
if | know how. 


I was saying—and this must be in order—that | 


outside of this Hall I never heard 

Mr. CHANLER. I want to ask the gentle- 
man a question in this connection. 

Mr. PRICE. [ cannot yield. 

Mr. CHANLER, (amid cries of ‘‘ Order!’’) 
Did the gentleman vote for the expulsion of Mr. 
Lone, of Ohio? 

Mr. PRICE. Oh, yes. I willanswer that ques- 
tion, certainly. I did vote for the resolution of ex- 
pulsion, and I am only sorry that it did not suc- 
ceed. 

I was proceeding to say—and hope this will be 
in order—that outside of this Hall 1 have never 
heard language that | would call rubbing up along 
so close to treasonable language as I have heard 
here. It israther adifficult matter for a man who 
wants to say just what he thinks, and is afraid of 
getting over the line of order, to so fashion his 
words and trim his sails as to keep within the 
channel. I shall try, however, to do it, and wil 
say to gentlemen on the other side of the House 
that I have not risen for the purpose of making a 
speech. I had not any intention of saying a 
word upon this subject, but I thought I would let 
the language of the gentleman from New York 
spoken in 1833 go on the record with the language 
he has used to-day on this subject. Three fourths 





| Russia, and France, and England, and Austria, 


and parts of Asia. 
A Member. And Rome. 


It is not in order to make such a | 


It is not in order for || 


The gentleman has been | 


I will say, for the information of || 


casion. And then I was proceeding to talk about 
what I had heard again, and again, and again, 
and had supposed to be disposed of and laidaway 
on the shelf only to be resurrected some genera- 
| tions hence, about our inability to conquer the 
| rebels, that we must exterminate them, and that 
| the history of the world proves in the first place 
that we cannot exterminate them, and in the next 
place that we cannot subdue them without exter- 
mination, and then of course we shall have to give 
itup. That is as much asto say to the people of 
Richmond and to Jeff. Davis that here, in the high 
council chamber of the nation where the Repre- 
sentatives of the whole people are assembled, a 
sentleman who is one of the best orators on the 
floor, if not the best, stands up and tells this 
'| House and the country that Jeff. Davis and his 
| friends cannot be subdued. When you can make 
| our people believe that, why, asa matter of course, 
we shall have to give the rebels their own terms. 
And this brings me to another partof the gen- 
tleman’s speech. He says that when all proffers 
of peace—mark the words, gentlemen, for they 
seem to cover an immense amount, all proper prof- 
| fers and all improper ones—when all proffers of 
peace shall have been extended to the rebels and 
|| rejected by them, then he will—well, he will do 
something, hedoes notsay what. My colleague 
|| from Iowa (Mr. Winson} asks him again and 
| again would he in that case be in favor of putting 
down this armed rebellion by force of arms, and 
he dodges the question. Is that in order? He 
dodges it; he has not answered the question. 
When “all proffers’? are made! What are we 
|| to understand bythat? Are we togoto theSouth 
with hatin hand and say ** You have been our mas- 
ters, lo! these many years, and this is the first time 
in the history of the Government when you have 
| tried to coerce us and we did not yield; you are 
now trying to break up the Government; we ask 
you now to resume your mastery on your own 
terms; ‘what will you have us do?’”’ Is that 
what we are todo? There never was a time in 
the history of the Government when the slave 
States demanded anything of the free States that 
was not yielded until 1861 when they saw proper 
to fire upon the old flag of the Union, the ensign 
| of our nationality, and when that infamous scoun- 
drel Pickens—is that in order?—boasted that 
South Carolina was the first State in the Union 
that had trailed the stars and stripes in the dust, 
Who would be the apologist or advocate of men 
‘| like that? The man who would do it I think 
would be aiding and abetting treason. I presume 
that is in order. 

I have heard the gentleman from New York, 
not only to-day, but in the last session of this 
Congress in his place here, talk about the states- 
men of England, and the enviable position that 
they occupied toward the colonies, and say that 

' they had built themselves a monument of fame un- 
dying. Does he wish usto understand—FPwould 
like to have an answer to that question—that he 

| occupies the same position toward the southern 
confederacy, so called, that the English states- 
men that he has quoted occupied toward the col- 
onies? Is he the advocate and apologist for the 
southern confederacy? If not, | fuil to see the 
force of his argument. And then, as was justly 
remarked by another of my colleagues, [Mr. 
Kasson,} does he wish to draw a parallel between 
this infaimeus and uncalled-for rebellion and the 
Revolution of 17762 Why, every school-boy 
ten years old knows that there is no parallel at 
all. ‘There are contrasts, wide, marked, and un- 
mistakable, but no parallel. ‘They made our laws 
for us in England, and sent over our officers. 
We had no voice in the matter, and when the bur- 
den beeame too oppressive and intolerable longer 
to be borne, then, as freemen exercising the right 
of freemen, we contended for an adjustment of 
those rights, and a return of what was justly due 
us. These men of the South, whom my friend 
from New York compares with the men of the 
Revolution, have made the laws of this country 

\| for the last fifty or seventy-five years. Forthree 
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fourths of that time they have held the offices, Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House do || two Houses of Congress to investigate perhaps as 
both judicial | execuliv They made the || now adjourn || much as it can possibly accomplish between now 
poth judicial and executive ey 1Gs ee habs ’ wath ae r of Marcel 

laws, and when it did not suit them any longer Che motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at pe Bo eon oar eat ay eGhlicth wih: 
to abide by thowe laws and by the Constitution || twenty minutes past three o’clock, p. m.) the r. LANL, OF Kansas, wily ovjec ering 


given to us by our fathers they revolted, they || House adjourned. 
rebelled, and they took up arms against the Gov- 
ernment, Where is the parallel between them and 
the men of the Revolution? There is a contrast | 
wide ag the guif between heaven and hell; but 


there is no parallel at all. : Prayer by Rev. Tuomas Bowman, D. D., Chap- 
Mr. Chairman, I have said more than I in- |! Jain to the Senate. . \| 


tended to say on this matter. It does appear to Hon. Wituram A. Ricuarpson, of Illinois, | 
me that very litthe need be said upon it, There appeared in his seat to-day. 


is but one thing to be suid of the true men of the The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


nation, | care not by what name they may be ee eee : 
called. ‘They are the men who stand up for the PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


the resolution is to have this investigation and aq 
report made on the subject before the installation 
of the new Administration, If there is such an 
evil as that referred to in the resolution, it ought 
to be known and the policy of the Administration 
to be changed, on its installation at least. I am 
one of the men who believe that no Government 
can be successfully administered unless it sur- 

rounds itself by officeholders in sympathy with 
| it,and I want this report made before the 4th day 
of March next, if it can be done. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, 1do notknow 


IN SENATE. || 
Tuvrspvay, December 15, 1864. 


, ; ; 

, . or . : ye yeculiar confidence in the 2 

fing of their country, and against oppression. Mr. WILLEY presented the memorial of the that I have any ee vi onfiden th A RA 
. f : 7 ; ‘ . : : stre greater C4 dence the S a 

They are the men who, coming from all denom- |, Franklin Lisurance Company of Washington |)! tration, or any gre fence pos 


inations of Christians and all parties, rally around 
the flag of the Union,and who are determined to 
carry forward this war to a successful termina- 
tion, Whatever it may-cost, even though the insti- 
tution of slavery shall go down with it. 

On the other side ure the apologists of slavery. 


city, District of Columbia, praying for an ex- | sessed by any ogg! Swe oe Rot- 
|| tension and amendment of its charter; which was Se een of aad ficeordeace 
et tp the Conenaichen ‘ait Site ERNE Ee to the President of the United epee If that ig 
Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Charles not done in the instance referred to by Senet: 
K. Graham, a brigadier general in the army of the | able member or ee ~ seca ne 
They are the men who claim to be Union men, |) Jam: s,-and other officers, praying for an increase || '8 "ot wei for , r aor t - oa reso- 
but who, in all their speeches, all their actions, |) of the pay proper, of the allowance for servants, || SS an a bring i “4 wid 7 & at 
and all their efforts, are forever finding fault with |) and of the price of the ration allowed to officers of || and will cause him, se om ae oie tack, 
what is done on the side of the Union, and by | the A rmy; which was referred to the Committee loyal, to see ee ese lo veh 
Unien men, while they have never a word against |) on Military Affairs and the Militia. ment under his charge 18 tg ed Boge: oie ly ad- 
treason, or traitors, or against Jeff. Davis’s gov- Mr. COWAN presented a petition of members | ministered, What pe? . the capa ape a to 
ernment. I think it is ime that the people of the || of the Cigar Makers’ Union of Philadelphia, || this partigalar navy-y ar a sik eat oe . ’ ce 
United States, and particularly the men sent to || praying for a repeal of the law taxing cigars, and || did | ever “0 eee ae "kK. eee »y 
Congress to represent their constituents, through- || that the duties imposed thereon may be placed || the honora +i eta ice ae oo F — 
outthelength and breadth of the land, should take | upon the raw material; which was referred to the || tainly understood, a oa oF Fee oa 7 - 
this matter in adifferent light. I think it is time || Committee on Finance. election, that Overy ae or da 0 2 = fea 
that they should rally together as one man, and Mr. FOOT presented the petition of James B. || voted for the redlection © See eee 
that when speeches are to be made on this floor, || Royce, praying to be allowed the bounty of $100 || of the presidential chair. sap nen. digieriy 18 
Whether in Committee of the Whole on the state provide d by law in cases of discharge for disa- |; 8°™® evidence of loyalty, on $ ~ ed ot of the 
of the Union, or in the House, men shall talk loy- || bility occasioned by wounds received in battle; || Proposition Is, with some, wet to be true, 
ally, so that they shall be above suspicion; that || which was referred to the Committee on Pen- || ‘at those who did not so vote are to be consid- 
the words they have to say, if of cheer, shal! be |) sions. ered as disloyal. ; 
for the ir own Government; and that their words NAVAL FORCE ON THE LAKES What 1 object to is, that we 8 ould ’ as a Sen- 
of condemnation shall not be for this Govern- ae : 5 - vii ate, interfere with what I think as A peculiar duty 
ment, but for the enemies of the country who are Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- || of the executive department. Suppose the in- 
in arms against that Government. When that lution; which was considered by unanimous con- vestigation turns out as the honorable member 


shall come about, and when the South shall be sat- || Seht, and agreed to: supposes it ay be, and we express an opinion, 
isfied that we stand asa unit, shoulderto shouldes Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- || That has no legal binding bearing upon the Pres- 
- ’ - , o e 


vested, if notinconsistent with the public interest, to fur. ee . ite . ; » : . 5 
hand to hand, Bye 2 O7e, In this matter; when wish tothe Senate any shieretion “4 the files of the De- ident of the — oe = ake i oe - 
: | 7 - | so . . > ’ a 2 - 
they see that we are determined that they shall go |) partment of State concerning the paper published in the || Gisregard it, either because he thinks it mae 
down to the shades of oblivion, or shall obey the || volume of Treaties and entitled “Arrangement between the || terial or because he does not concur in the con- 
laws of the land; when, I say, they are satisfied || United States and Great Britain, between Richard Rush, || clusion to which your committee may come; and 
y ‘ f > - ay, Satis : “ ary of Si s ‘hee p ° : P 
. 7 || Esq., acting as Secretary of State, and Charles Bagot, her P ne re d. he refuses, what ar ( 
of that, there will be no longer any rebellion 'N |) Britannic Majesty’s envoy extraordinary,’ relating to the if, upon — : nee Me i = H ve y 
the South. But just as long as they are satisfied naval force to be maintained upon the Auierican lakes, to do? rf yun to go to the other oune os 
that they have friends at the North, and in the suggest that he be impeached, when, by doing so, 


if . » . I ars . > i r " nos . 
national ¢ ‘apitol, just as long as speeches are made you, In advance, pronounce a judgme nt against 


DISLOYAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES. 


here which can be easily interpreted to mean that Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I offer the following |) him upou that subsequent possible pi peaieee? 
the South is not wrong in its course of action, just resolution, and ask for its present consideration: | ; The Government, according to my understand- 
so long may the rebels be expected to have heart Resolved, That the committee on the conductof the war | ing of the relations in which the departments stand 

; PR is ° be instructed to inquire as tothe truth of the alleged charge || to each other, ci yt get on unless each is left t 
ana pe te » s A) swap YY oy ’ = 5* en other, canne e Hess ec sie Oo 
i m a pe for the infamous and traitorous war they || that large numbers of disloyal persons are in the employ of | shat alia Coir ae EM test ec ieeaey fae 
are waring. || the Government in the various navy-yards and quartermas- : I ‘ 5 


I have a hope, therefore—nay, it is only a half || ters’ and ordnance depots throughout the country,to the || Separate official duties. And while | know that 


hope—that hereafter the speeches to be made on | ¢xciusion of loyal men, with power on the part of saidcom- || the Senate of the United States, now and ever, 
‘ 


this floor by members on the other side of the |; "ee to send for persons and papers. || when the honor of the country has been at stake, 


Hiouse will have a little more of the ring of the By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded || has Never failed in loyalty or in patriotism, and 
DS | . . . . . ° 

true metal of patriotism unalloyed; that they will || te consider the resolution. | is especially patriotic at the present time, | am 

contain words of cheer for their country and for Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to repeat a willing to believe, and I do believe, that in that 


the brave men whoare carrying the flag of freedom | Statement that was made in my presence last night | 
in the forefront of advancing columns, charging 
on the enemy in the battle-field; and that they will 


particular they are not at all superior to the Exec- 
to a large assembly of gentlemen in a public || utive of the United States. He is equally loyal 
speech, that a few days ago the son of a soldier || and equally patriouc. Whatever differences of 


contain no words of.cheer for these who are en- |, Who had perished in arebel prison applied atthe |) opinion | might entertain in relation to him and 
deavoring to destroy our civil and religious insii- || ¥avy-yard in Philadelphia for employment, that || his policy, ave differences wholly irrespective of 
tutions, 


|| employment being necessary for the maintenance || the question whether he is loyal or not loyal. [ 
Mr. SPALDING. I movethat the committee |) of the family left by this soldier who had died of || neyer doubted it from the beginning of his ad- 
rise, || starvation; that he was refused, while at the mo- || ministration; I do not doubt it now; and I have 

The motion was agreed to. | ment of his refusal there were thousands of dis- || no reason to suppose that I shall be brought to 

So the committee rose; and the Speakerhaving |, loyal men in the employment of that navy-yard. || doubtit hereafter. But what I protest is, that we 
resumed the chair, Mr, Buatwe reported that the | | make this statementin the hearing of the chair- || should, not at his instance, but apparently as 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | man of the Committee on Naval Affairs and call || against his conduct, constitute a committee for 


had had under consideration the Union generally, | bis attention to it, Task for the passage of the || the purpose of getting the material by which we 
end particularly the last annual message of the | resolution. 





are to control his administration in the future. 
President of the United States, and had come to || _ Mr. CHANDLER. I would suggest to the |} The honorable member talks of inaugurating a 
no conclusion thereon. Senator from Kansas that perhaps he had better || new Administration on the 4thof March. Who 
| take vecial committee. This resoluti i is to inaugurate it? What authority hav 
POST OFFICE FINES. ake a 8} ¢ Tr esolution will || is g y e we 


open a very broad field of inquiry, and probably 
a broader field than the committee on the con- | 
duct of the war can occupy during the present 
session. Ifthe Senator willask fora special com- 
mittee to make this investigation, I shall certainly 


over the manner in which that Administration 
shall conduct the affairs of the hation except what 
the Constitution gives? Try him if he comes 
before us properly under the provisions of the 
Constitution, by an impeachment presented by 
vote for his resolution. ‘The committee on the || the House of Representatives; ry him only; not 
|| conduct of the warts already instructed to inves- || in advance pronounce a judgment, holding him 
| tigate many very important matters, and prob- | up before the people of the United States as hav- 
ably will not have time ducing the vediaingby of || ing been already recreant to his duty, 

this short session to take up this great subject. || Mr. President, the condition of the country, 
|, [tis at the present moment under orders from the || now requires forbearance upon the part of every 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Postmaster General, transmitting, in 
compliance with an act of Congress approved 
July 2, 1836, a report of all fines imposed and de- 
ductions trom the pay of contractors for carrying 
the mails during the preceding year; which was 
luid on the table. 

The SPEAKER, By a law passed at the last 
R BaLON this reporeas not lo be printed except by || 
special order. 
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1864. _ 


member W t 
nit—forbearar ceand confidence. ‘J 


» is here in the council of the Gov- 

} ‘he dread- 
ful civil strife in which we have been engaged 
now for nearly four years ts going on, W hen to 
terminate God ouly knows. ‘Phat it will term- 
jnate at some future day, and terminate so as to 
bring about a restored Union aud a peace such as 
will be permanent, | have no dowbt now, as t 
never have had a doubt, provided the councils of 
the country, legislative and executive, are trae to 
their own constitutional duty; and Lam far from || 
suspecting that the President of the United States 
will in either particular which falls within the 
hypothetical condemnation of this resolution fail 
to be trne tohis duty. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Mr. President, I have || 
adopted this plan for the purpose of bringing the 
information to the attention of the President, be- 
lieving that he will remedy it when itis shown 
him. There is no better way to furnish itto him || 
than through a committee of this body. 

Forbearance, the honorable Senator trom Mary- 
land suggests! Forbearance to employ disloyal || 
men in our navy-yards to the exclusion of loyal 
men! Forbearance ceases to be a virtue when car- 
ried thusfar. In my opinion, sir, Congress itself is |} 
not withoutaremedy. Lam oue of the men who || 
believe that a navy-yard that cannot be run with- || 
out theemployment of disloyal men should be 
abated. [am one of the men who believe that || 
any position that has to be filled by a disloyal man 
should be abolished. Having entire confidence in | 
the loyalty of the President, itis with no other 
view than to bring this existing evil to his atten- 
tion in atangible form that I have introduced the 
resolution, aud T trast it will be adopted. \| 

The resolution was adopted. 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 1} 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 
350) to authorize the purchase or construction of 
revenue cutters on tht lakes. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bill of the Senate with 
an amendment in which it requested the concur- | 
rence of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 329) for the relief of William H. 
Jameson, a paymaster in the United States Army. | 
The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed the following bilis, 
in which it requested the concurrence of the Sen- || 
ate: {| 
A bill (No. 583) to amend the twenty-first sec- 
tion of an actentitled “An act to define the pay 
and emoluments of certain officers of the Army, 
and for other purposes,”’ approved July 17, 1862; 
and 
A bill (No. 586) to drop from the rolls of the | 
Army unemployed general officers. | 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 1] 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had s‘gned the 
enrolled joint resolution (H. R. No. 123) to cor- 
rect certain clerical errors in the Internal Revenue | 
act, and it was thereupon signed by the President || 
pro tempore. 


}| 
} 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. FOOT, it was |} militia throughout the United States,” 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to | 
meet on Monday next. 


RAIDS FROM THE BRITISIE PROVINCES. 
Mr.CHANDLER. I desire now to call up the 


resolutions I offered yesterday in order to move | 
their reference to a committee. If Senators will 
permit the reference to be made unanimously, 
without debate, | am perfectly willing to wave | 
debate, but if it is desired to enter on a discussion | 
of the subject now, | am prepared to do that. [| 
will first move to take up the one in relation to the | 
Canada frontiers. | 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- | 


| 
| 


ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


Whereas raids have been organized in the Cunadus and 
Nova Scotia, and men enlisted in said British provinces by 
men purporting to hold commissions from the rebels of the 
United States, for the purpose of robbing and murdering 
peaceable citizens of the United States, of burning cities 
and villages, of piratically capturing merchant vessels and | 
murdering their crews, and for a general system of murder, 
arson, robberies, and plunder of the peaceable and unarmed | 
citizens of the United States; and whereas the people of | 
the British provinces seem disposed to protect these thieves, | 


| ing an Army corps to watch and defend our territory border 


| to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| the other resolution that I offered yesterday. 


| numbers of her subjects 
| ernment, commenced fitting out British fast sailing ships, 
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robbers, incendiaries, pirates, and murderers, not only in || 
their individu! capacities, but by the quibbles of the law: 
iheretore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affhirs be di 
reeted to inquire into the expediency of immediately enlist 


ing On the lakes and Canadiaa line trom all hostile demon 


strations and incursions. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


I now move its reference 


Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to suggest to my 
friend that it should be referred to the Committee 


| on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Ido not object to that. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator so modify his motion ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. If it is allowed to go in that 
direction I shafl have nothing to say; otherwise | 
might have something to say upon It. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved 
that the resolution be referred to the Committee 


ion Foreign Relations. 


The motion was agreed to. 
RECLAMATION ON GREAT BRITAIN. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 


I now move to take up 


‘he motion was agreed LO, and the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to consider the following resolution& 


Whereas at the commencement of the present rebellion 


| the United States were at peace with all tie Governments 
| of the world, and upon terms of comity and good-will with | 


Great Britain; and whereas that nation, before the arrival 
on her soilof our minister accredited by the administration 


| ot President Lineoln, precipitately acknowledged the rebels 
as belligerents, thus recoguizing their flag upon the ocean, 


without which recognition it would have been regarded and 


| treated as piratical by all other Powers; and whereas she 
| then procla 





ined perfect neutrality between a Republic with 
whieh she had entertained friendly relations for upward 
ot ahall century and its reasonable subjeets ; and whereas 
. With the knowledge of her Gov 


loaded With munitions of war, for the purpose of running 
into our blockaded ports to the rebels, thus furnishing them 


| the means of organizing and continuing the rebellion, and 


without which itcould not have sustained itself six months 5 


| and whereas, in addition to the above, and with the knowl- 


edge of the Government, British subjects and members of 
Parliament engaged in the rnanutaeture of piratical English 
ships, owned by British subjects, manned by British sea- 


} men, and sailing under British colors, for the purpose of 
| burning, destroying, aud utterly driving from the ocean all 
| peaceful merchant vessels sailing under the United States 


flay; and whereas many private and unarmed American 
hips have been burned and destroyed by these pirates from 
british ports, thus cau<ing great loss and damage to the 


| citizens of the United States: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed imme- 
diately to make out a list of each ship and cargo thus de- 


} stroyed, with a fair and separate valuation thereof, and 
| interest thereonat the rate of six percent. per annum, from 
| the date of capture or destruction to the date of presenta- 


tion, and that he be directed to demand trom the British 
Government payment in full for all ships and cargoes de- 


| stroyed as aforesaid. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I now move that this 
resolution take the same direction as the other. 
The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, 
ENROLLMENT OF MILITIA. 


Mr. BROWN. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 


| the Militia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of so amending the act of Congress of 


|| March 8, 1792, entitled “* An act more effectually to pro 


| vide for the national defense by establishing a uniform 
and also the several 
acts amendatory of the same, as shall provide for the en- 

rotiment of all male citizens between the ages of eighteen 
| and forty-five, resident in the respective States, without 


|} respect to color; and also to submit such other provisions 
|| as may tend more efficiently to organize the militia system 


of the United States, and report by bill or otherwise. 


As this is simply a resolution of instruction to 


| the committee to inquire into the expediency of 
passing a law on this subject, | will ask for its 
present consideration. 


. . . i} 
The resolution was considered by unanimous || 


consentyand agreed to. 


ALEXANDER J. ATOCHA. 


Mr. FOSTER. 1 move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 281. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 

| 281) for the relief of Alexander J. Atocha was 
| read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole. It directs the Court of Claims 
| toexamine into the claimsof Alexander J. Atocha 
against the Government of Mexico for losses sus- 
tained by him by reason of his expulsion from 
that republic in 1845, and to fix and determine 


| claims. 
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their amount; and when the loss or damage so 


sustained is adjudicated and determined by the 


| court, itis to be paid to him, provided the amount 
| so to be paid shallin no event exceed the balance 


of the $3,250,000 provided by the fifteenth article 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo for the pay- 
ment of claims of citizens of the United States 
against the Government of Mexico which still 
remains unapplied to that object, 

Mr. FOSTER. The bill does not propose to 
appropriate any money. It proposes to authorize 


|| the petitioner to have his claim heard and adjadi- 
| eated by the Court of Claims, and if they should 
| find any amount due, that amount is to be paidif 


it shall not exceed the sum already provided in 
the fifteenth article of the treaty referred to in the 
bill set apart for the payment of this class of 
The Committee on Foreign Relations, 
without undertaking to determine whether any 
| umount was dueto the petitioner or not, were sat- 
| isfied, and | believe unanimously satisfied, that 
there was at least merit enough in the claim to 
have it heard before the proper court. 1 hope, 
therefore, the bill will be allowed to pass. 

Mr. COLLAMER. By the treaty of Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo with Mexico, the United States 
undertook to pay the claims which existed in 
favor of our citizens against Mexico, provided 
they did not exceed the sum of $3,000,000—I 
think that was the sum. Whatever there is of 
that sum remaining in the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States is the property of the United States, 
unless it becomes necessary to pay just claims 
due our citizens from Mexico. This bill con- 
tains an appropriation to be paid out of that 
money. The justice of it all depends upon 
whether this is a just claim, The commissioners 
| created by the treaty for the purpose of settling, 
| auditing, and allowing these claims, have long 
| since performed that duty, and all claims that 
they found to be just have been paid. I do not 
know whether this claim was ever adjudicated 
upon by them or not; butif it was, it was rejected, 
as it has not been paid. I do not know what rea- 
son is given why the claim was not presented 
and adjudicated and settled there. 


—S— 


| 3ut, sir, [desire more particularly to call atten- 


tion to the expression made use of in this bill: 
That the Court of Claims be and the said court is hereby 
| directed toexamine into the claims of Alexander J. Atocha 
| against the Government of Mexico for losses sustained by 
him by reason of his expulsion from that republie in 1845 
| and to fix and determine the amount of the same; an¢ 
that the loss or damage so sustained, being adjudicated 
| and determined by said court, the same shall be paid,” &e. 
That, as | understand the words, does not ask 
of the court to inquire into the merits of the claim. 
It directs the court to ascertain the amount which 
| the man suffered by being sent out of Mexico, 
without saying whether his being sent out was 
| right or wrong, ‘That has been the great issue in 
the case of Atocha. It was always insisted by 
Mexico that this was no just claim against her; 
that she had a right to remove him in tne relation 
| in.which he stood and the manner in which he 
conducted himself; that she did remove him, and 
had the right to remove him, and that there was 
no just claim about it atall. Now itis proposed 
| to take up this claim which the commissioners 
of Mexico when they were sitting with ours dis- 
allowed, disclaimed, and never agreed to, and, as 
[understand the bill, todirect the Court of Claims 
| to ascertain how much that man suffered by being 
| sent outof thethen republic of Mexicoatacertain 
| time, and then, the amount being so adjudicated, 
itis to be paid, when the merits of it, or whether 
he was properly or improperly sent out of Mexico, 
is not by the bill submitted to the court a®all. So 
| far as my recollection of it goes, the very essence 
| of the case is not so much in regard to the amount, 
as the merits of the claim upon Mexico as falling 
within the terms of our treaty. Lam not prepared 
|| at this moment to submit an amendment to the 
| bill, but if we submit the question at all to the 
'| Court of Claims, I desire that some phraseology 
|.may be used by which we shall submit it upon 
the merit that belongs to it, and not merely the 
| amount which they might find resulting from hia 
| being sent from that country. 
Mr. FOSTER. The object of the committee 
was directly to arrive at the result suggested by 
the Senator from Vermont, and to have the court 
instructed to inquire into this case—not merely 
| into the amount of damage or loss sustained by 
, Mr. Atocha, but into the question of the merits 
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of his claim, and unless he were unjustly treated || mittee of the Whole. 


by the Government of Mexico, he would have 
no claim upon that Government. We certainly 
were not of the opinion that he should be paid 
any loss that he might have justly suffered. If 
the bill is not so framed, it is my wish, and I am 
sure the wish of the committee, as it would be 
of the Senate, that it should be; and, under the 
suggestion of the Senator from Vermont, | am 
perfectly willing that the bill should be laid aside 
until he may propose any amendment that will 
meet his views. Certainly, any amendment that 
embodies that principle only, is as much in ac- 
cordance with the views of the committee as it 
can be with his. I am willing, therefore, and 
move, that it be laid on the table for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will 
be postponed, if there be no oby clion. 

Mr. FOSTER subsequently said: | move now 
that the Senate resume the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 281) for the relief of A. J. Atocha, 
which was laid aside a few moments since at the 
instance of the Senator from Vermont. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out in the seventh line the words ‘and 
to”’ before **fix,’’ and inserting in lieu of them, 
*F and if they shall be ofopinion that the said claim 
was a just one against Mexico when the treaty 
of 1848 was ratified, and was embraced by said 
treaty, they shall then.’? This amendment has 
been shown to the Senator from Vermont and 
meets his approval, I hope, therefore, that it 
will be adapt “ad. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. This case was familiar 
to me some years ago, but I have forgotten the 
details of it. I move that the further considera- 
tion of the bill be pos tponed until to-morrow; I 
desire time to reéxamine it. It covers, if I re- 
member rightly, several hundred thousand dol- 
jars. [tis a long-contested, dubious old claim, 
which I should like to look into thoroughly be- 
fore voting upon the bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. I have, of course, no objec- 
tion to the motion of the Senator from Michigan 
if he wishes to examine the case. If, however, 
he is under the apprehension that the bill takes 
any money from the Treasury, I assure him that 
he is mistaken: it takes not acent from the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Does it from the fund 
provided for by the treaty? 

Mr. FOSTER. Notacent from the fund. It 
simply authorizes this individual to try his case 
in the Court of Claims; and if he has no case, | 
am sure that court will say be has none. 
not take a dollar from the Tri asury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The case was up once 
before,and | should like to examine it again thor- 
oughly. 

Mr. FOSTER 1 have no objection toa post- 
ponement if the Senator wishes to take time to 
examine the bill, but L thought he was under a 
mistake as to its effect. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
look into it. 

Mr. FOSTER. Very weil; I have no objec- 
tion to the postponement. 


It does 


I may be; but I wish to 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
GEORGE W. MURRAY. 

Mr. FOSTER. 

ceed to the consideration of House bill No. 380. 


¥ 


| tackle, apparel, and furniture, which may be ac- 


| mentofthe Secretary ofthe Navy, be conveniently 


| move that the Senate pro- 


|, any person duly empowered by the Government 
| of that republic, by which that Government shall 
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It directs the Secretary of | 
the Interior to place the name of Reuben Clough | 
on the invalid pension roll, at the rate of eight 
dollars per month, commencing on the 15th of 
May, 1815, and ending on the 29th of December, 
1848, when his present pension was allowed him 
at the Pension Bureau. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


COMMERCE AMONG THE STATES. 
On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, the Senate, 


| Kentucky. 


| progress in that republic. 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the || 


time, and passed. 
| 


consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 307) to regu- 
late commerce among the several States. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Lunderstand that there are | 
several Senators who desire to be Reard at length 
upon this bill, among others the Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Jounson.] As I desire to give 
every Senator a full opportunity to discuss this 
bill, | move that its further consideration be post- 
poned, and that it be made the special order for 
‘Tuesday next, on which day the debate may goon. 

Mr. GRIMES. Fix a day beyond the holi- 
days; for until then the bill cannot be satisfac- 
torily considered, 

Mr. CHANDLER. If we find on Tuesday 
next that further postponement is desirable it can 
then be postponed toa subsequent day. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Michigan whether he had not better 
postpone it a few days later. The Senate may 
not be in session on ‘Tuesday next. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Will the first Tuesday in 
January suit the Senator better? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly; though any time 
will suit me. 

Mr. CHANDLER, 
consent to that. 

Mr. BROWN. 
January. 

Mr. JOHNSON. [think it would be better to 
say the first Wednesday or Thursday in January. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will so vary my motion 
as fo designate the first Wednesday in January | 
next, 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned to and it was made the special order for | 
Wednesday, the 4th day of January next, two 
thirds of the Senate agreeing thereto. 





Very well, then, I will 


Say the first Wednesday in 


GUNBOAT FOR LIBERIA. 


On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 356) | 
to authorize the President of the United States to | 
transfer a gunboat to the Government of Liberia. | 

The bill was read a second time and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. It authorizes 
the President of the United States to transfer to 
the Government of the republic of Liberia any 
one of the gunboats now or hereafter included in 
the Navy of the United States, her armament, 


ceptable to that Government, and can, in the judg- 


spared for that purpose, and upon a valuation to 
be fixed by him. The Secretary of the Navy is 
also to be directed to enter into a contract with 





engage to repay to the United States the value of 
the gunboat to be transferred; and the contract is 
to stipulate for the full reimbursement to the Uni- 


| ted States of the value of such gunboat in annual 


Jt isa bill reported from the Committee on Pen- | 


sions, 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 


sider the bill (H.R. No. 380) for the relief of 
George W. Murray. 
sioner of Pensions to pay to George W. Murray 
the pension to which he was entitled by the act 


of Congress approved March 3, 1837, entitled | 


‘tAn act for the more equitable administration 
of the Navy pension fund.” 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed, | 


REUBEN CLOUGH. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
316) for the relief of Reuben Clough, which was 
read a second time, and considered as in Com- 


It directs the Commis- | 


| 


the date of the contract. 


/amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


installments, not exceeding ten in number, with 
interest on each at six per cent. per annum from 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. POWELL. I am under the impression 
that this bill ought not to pass. I do not think 
this Government, while engaged in this war, 
should send gunboats off to any foreign Power. 
I think it would be impolitic to do so. As lam 
opposed to it, | ask for the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. [shall not enter into any de- 
bate on this question; l shall content myself with 
calling attention to the words of the President in 
his annual message. A very short paragraph on 











| this subject there, it seems to me, is a complete 








answer to the suggestion of the Senator from 
It is as follows: 


* Official correspondence has been frecly opened with Li- 
beria, and it gives us a pleasing view of social and politica} 
It may be expected to derive new 
vigor from American influence, improved by the rapid dis- 
appearance of slavery in the United States. 

“| solicit your authority to furnish to the republic a gun- 
boat at noderate cost, to be reimbursed to the United States 
by installments. Sucha vessel is needed for the safety of 
that State against the native African races; and in Liberian 
hands it would be more effective in arresting the Africay 
slave trade than a squadron inourown hands. The posses. 
sion of the least organized naval force would stimulate a 
generous ambition in the republic, and the confidence which 
we should manifest by furnishing it would win forbearance 
and favor toward the colony from all civilized nations.” 


Mr. POWELL. The portion of the President’s 
message which has been read by the Senator from 
Massachusetts has not caused me to change my 
opinion. I had before noticed that recommenda- 
tion in the message, and I thought it most singu- 
lar at the time the message was read at the desk, 
[do not think this Government ought to be taking 
charge of the interests of other countries; it cer- 
tainly isas muchas we can do to take care of our 
own. I think one of the evils of the time in this 


| Confederacy has grown out of the fact that some 


of the States and the people of some of the States 


| have been intermeddling with the institutions of 


| other States and sections. 


I think it is wrong in 
every aspect of the case that we should take the 


| guardianship of other countries or interfere with 











| 


them. Ifthey wantgunboats, let them build them, 
if they want ships of the line, let them build them. 
They ought to know all about their own policies, 


| If they have the money to pay for gunboats, they 


can have them built, or any other description of 
vessels of war. If they choose to come and hire 
our ship-builders to build them in their private 
docks, all very well; but for this Government to set 
about to regulate the policies of other people, and 
to turn trader in gunboats, | think is highly impoli- 
tic. Itisa thing which the Senate ought not to 
concur inforamoment. It is not my purpose to 
make a speech on the subject; I merely wish to 
put on record my oppoSition to any such inter- 
meddling policy. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted— 
yeas 33, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
lamer, Conness, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Farwell, Foot, 
Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, John- 
son, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbuil, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Harding, 
Ilendricks, Nesmith, Powell, Riddle, and Wright—9. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Hale, Dicks, Howe, McDou- 
gall, Morrill, Richardson, and Saulsbury—7. 

So the bill was passed. 


Mr. GRIMES rose when Mr. Morriiu’s name 


| was called and said: I desire to say that the 


Senator from Maine has been called home by a 
telegraphic dispatch announcing the extreme ill- 
ness of a member of his family; that is the reason 
of his absence at this time. 


TERRITORIAL LAWS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate copies of the laws, memorials, and resolu- 
tions of the Territory of Dakota, passed at the 
third session of the Legislative Assembly; which 
were referred to the Committee on Territories. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. RIDDLE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
357) for the relief of Olivia W. Cannon, widew of 
Joseph S. Cannon, latea midshipman in the United 
States Navy; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BILLS RECOMMITTED. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the following joint 
resolution and bills were taken upand recommitted 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia: 

A joint resolution (S. No. 20) extending the 
benefits of the bounty granted by the act of July 
22, 1861, to certain soldiers who entered the ser- 
vice of the United States prior to May 3, 1861; 

A bill (S. No. 103) to define the pay and emolu- 
ments of chaplains in the United States Army and 
volunteer forces, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. No. 261) to provide for the vol- 


untary enlistment of any persons, residents of 
certain States, into the regiments of other States; 
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_ money in his hands on board the steamer Ruth, | 


1864. | 





A bill (S. No. 231) concerning the subsistence 
and pay of the Army; and | 

A bill (S. No. 284) to increase the efficiency of | 
the staff of the Army. 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the bill (8. No. | 
93) to repeal so much of the acts of Congress, 
approved March 3, 1845, and August 6, 1846, as 
authorize the transportation of goods imported 
from foreign countries through the United States 
to the Canadas, or from the Canadas through the 
United States to be exported to foreign countries, 
was recommitted to the Committee on Foreign 
telations. 








HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 583) to amend the twenty-first 
section of an act entitled ‘An act to define the | 
pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes,” approved July 
17, 1862, and the bill (No. 586) to drop from the | 
rolls of the Army unemployed general officers, 
were severally read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia, 


SSS Ss 


WILLIAM II. JAMESON. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill (S. No. 329) for the relief of | 
William H. Jameson, a paymaster in the United 
States Army. 

Mr. GRIMES. What is the bill? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It willbe read. 

The Secretary read the bill, which provides for 
the allowance to Paymaster Jameson, in the set- 
tlement of his accounts, of a credit of $959 14 for | 


which was destroyed by fire on the night of | 
August 4, 1863. 

‘The amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives was to add to the bill the following words: 

If, on examination of the evidence by the Paymaster Gen- 
eral, he, the said Paymaster General, shall deem him justly 
entitled to said credit; but such credit shall not be allowed 
without the said Paymaster General shall certify his ap- 
proval thereof. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
ATTACK ON PETERSBURG. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the joint committee on the conduct of the 
war be directed to inguire into and report the facts con- | 


cerning the attack on Petersburg on the 30th day of July, | 
1864. 


FREEDOM OF SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the joint 
resolution (S. No. 82) to encourage enlistments 
and to promote the efficiency of the military 
forces of the United States, with the view of leav- 
ing itas the unfinished business to come up on 
Monday morning, for | desire to get the vote of 
the Senate upon it at the earliest possible time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The jointres- 
olution is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, 

Mr. WILSON. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration ofexecutive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
spent iu executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Also, that the Senate had passed, without || ing on the arrest and imprisonment of R. T. Jacob, Lieu- 
amendment, House bill No. 380, being an act || ee Governor of the State of Kentucky, and — 
a T , || Wolford, one of the presidential electors of that State; 
2 alte ) > re 1] 3 

for the relief of Gre Oree W. Murray. ; 1] and particularly by whose order they were arrested and 
Also, that the Senate had passed the following || imprisoned, where they are at present confined, and what 

bills, in which they asked the concurrence of the || offenses are charged against them. 
House: 


ie bit (Be Mr. STEVENS objected. 
ac iNO. 


Clough; and INVALID PENSIONS. 


| 

| 

An act (No. 356) to authorize the President of | Mr. GRISWOLD. 

the United States to transfer a gunboat to the \| 

Government of the republic of Liberia. 
ENLISTMENTS. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [ask unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution, 
which is merely one of inquiry: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur 
nish to the House eopies of the order issned from his De- 
partment on the 2lst day of December, 1863, in regard to 
recruits enlisted with conditions that they should be dis- 
charged when their regiments were mustered out of ser- 
vice ; also copy of order or letter dated 22d day of Decem 
ber, 1863, and addressed to the Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts, in regard to recruits to fillup old regiments, 
and that he inform the House whether the principles an- 
nounced in the order above mentioned have been applied 
to ail soldiers mustered into the service to fill up those | 
regiments. 


| 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that that resolution || 
| 


| 
316) for the relief of Reuben | 


Task the unanimous con- 
|| sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
| tions: 
Whereas the increasing number of pensioners, and the 
| increasing burdens necessarily falling upon the country 
| for their support, render it advisable to devise some means 
| whereby this class of persons may be provided with such 
lite employments or opportunities for industrial enterprises 
as may induce them to make an effort at selt-support inde- 
pendentof a Government pension: Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to 
| investigate all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
| practical working of our pension laws, as a system of per- 

manent relief to military or navalinvalids; to inquire into 
| the actual and present condition of such invalids, and to 
| report what measures, relating to their future disposition, 
|| will best secure to such of them as are able to labor a life 
| support independent of a Government pension, 

Resolved, That this committee be authorized to take tes- 
timony, and for this purpose have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 


. STEVENS arte 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | Mr. ST EVENS. I should have no obje ction 
Mr. HOLMAN. My only object is to obtain || to have those resolutions referred to the Committee 
L ° WhJALN. vt IS ole : : ws . 7 
information. When that shall be furnished the || on Pensions, but this raising committees with 
House, I shall have no objection to have it re- | power to send for persons and papers upon subjects 
Saennds sis the Committee on Military Affairs | of this character seems to me to bea bad practice. 
“Mr. SCHENCK. 1 nates no objection ve the || | suggest to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
inquiry being made. Butthe Committee on Mili- || oe eee roe 
« . . ° . he 0 2p 8 i 
tary Affairs have this very morning been engaged pe ae one I sa 
in this investivation. We are gathering infor Mr. GRISWOLD. I observe that petitions, 
; ; ates, F . 5* 5 rs sjo > sever i i > ivi >on 
mation from the War Department, and I think it || signed by several distinguished individuals, have 
ike sie : sce a oun | been presented to the Senate asking for appro- 
better that the resolution be referred to our com- || --. ).F for thi n> Si ehider ia’ 
mittee. If there be anything embraced in the res- || Ces riflemen ties A goed mgs alk eiteataatae 
olution which has not been the subject of inquiry || Tenman ~~ eatin“ aipdin” thi wabaeae: tk tenn tee 
already, and upon which information has not been | ston eudeceteniiaes I J ; 
obtained through the committee, we will report it a. Mr STEVENS. —_ certainties howtiilt 
back and have that additional information called || De ts aes : y ny 
Retin shel Pisin || to the object of the gentleman, but I would sug- 
Me HOLMAN. I think that thisis a subject || gest to the gentleman that the Committee on Pen- 
i . VESALN. ‘ n tN¢ Sis as >Cct ii ° =a ee a . - 2. . 
in the disposition of which the whole country has | sions is the pepe pogo to comers oe 
some interest. I trust the gentleman will allow || subject, and hope tne Gentoman wi af pret 
| the information to be obtained and have it re- || his resolution as to instruct that committee to in- 
" S af “ ’ , an | sett s > . ie 
ferred to his committee. yee meme 1 la ( ' 
Mr. SCHENCK. A portion of the informa- || Mr. GRIS\ 1S ee ee 
. ° ° ’ . > 1a 
tion called for has already been obtained by the || special committee. it is simply for the purpose 
committee. Weare nowin consultation with the || Of obtaininginformation. 1 would suggest to the 
Secretary of War upon the subject, and a report | gentleman that there is no money involved in this 
: . . Pe te i . ere: atter 
is now in course of preparation. 1 know this is |) M&\er. ee 
; : ; ; ‘ : . @Tr yATaQ ‘ 
a subject which requires investigation, and we Mr. STEVENS. I never knew a proposition 
are now engaged in that investigation. Iam per- || t send for persons and papers that did not involve 
fectly willing to have this resolution referred to || MONeY- A : 3 
the committee; otherwise I must insist upon my Mr. GRISWOLD. Then I will waive that 
objection to the passage of this resolution at this || part, and will modify m resolutions by leaving 
time. out that one which authorizes the sending for 
Mr. SCHENCK subsequently said: I propose, || persons and papers. . 
| Mr. Speaker, to withdraw my objection to the res- || The resolution, as modified, was then agreed to. 
olution offered by the gentleman from Indiana, | yyypyp sTATES DISTRICT COURT IN INDIANA. 
[Mr. Hozman,] with the understanding that he || Mr. ORTH. 1 yeni a al 
will simply introduce the order and the letter, || * va ‘derati aan g ” te bill No F359, t 
copies of which he has, and have them referred to || to the consideration of Senate Di }O. doa, LO 
the committee. My only objectis to have the Mil- authorize the holding of a special session of the 
itary Committee enabled to expedite the matter || ee States district court for the district of 
and make an early report upon the subject. ee 
Mr. HOLMAN. ‘That is all that I desire The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
The gentleman from Ohio I = oe — raed idiiaken eel 
| [Mr. Scnenck] withdraws his objection, and if || ‘d - nog — seial . r a Uh ‘ted 
there be no other objection, the resolution will be || Provides that a special session ob the Unitec 
considered as introduced and agreed to | States district court for the State of Indiana shall 
C g ; 





The SPEAKER. 





Tuurspay, December 15, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || 
before the House acommunication from the Post- | 


master General, transmitting estimates of appro- 
priations needed for the Department for the fiscal 
year commencing July 1, 1865; which was read, 


and’ referred to the Committee of Ways and | 


Means. : 
MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 


Mr. Forney, iis Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had agreed to the amendment of 
the House to Senate bill No. 329, for the relief of 


William H. Jameson, a paymaster in the United 
States Army. 


Prayer | 


There was no objection || be helden at the usual place of holding the court 
Mr. HOLMAN. I now call for the regular || 0” the first ‘Tuesday of January, 1865. 
ll order of business , | The second section provides that all suits and 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman will || Proceedings of a civil or criminal nature now 
withdraw his motion until | can submit a reso- || Pemding in, or returnable to, the court, shall be 
| lution proceeded in, heard, tried, and determined by the 
} a . } 
| 


Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw it. | court at the special session in the same manner 
|| as at a regular term, and the judge is empowered 
|| to order the impanneling of a petit and grand jury 
| for the session. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, was 
| read the third time, and passed. 


DIFFICULTIES ON THE NORTHERN BORDER. 


Mr. COX. Lask unanimous consent to offer 
| the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, if not incompatible with the public ser- 
vice, the Seeretary of State be directed to communicate to 
this House all correspondence on file in bis office with ret- 

| erence to the difficulties upon our northern border, and 
whose consideration has been referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


PREEMPTION AND HOMESTEAD LAWS. 
Mr. DONNELLY, by unanimous consent, in- 
|| troduced a billentitled ** An act to prevent desert- 
ers and others, therein named, from acquiring pab- 
lic lands under the preémption and homestead | 
| laws;’’ which was read a first and second time, 
|| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


ARREST OF LIEUT. GOVERNOR JACOB, ETC. 


| Mr. MALLORY. lJ ask the unanimous con- 
|| sent of the House to offer this resolution: 


| Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
| eate to this Hlouse all information in his possession bear- | 
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The SPEAKER. 


Is there objection to the 
tation of the resolution ? 

. COX. 1 will state, in order to obviate any 
objection, that the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
huve charge of Uiis subject, and this resolution is 
offered with the view of assisting them in the ex- 
amination of the question. 

The SPEAKER. = If there is no objection, the 
resvlution will be considered as introduced and 
agreed to. 

‘J iere was no obj ction, 


preees 


TAXATION OF SAILING VESSELS. 


Mr. BLAINE, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
ineteneted to inquire into the expediency of exempting 
sailing veseels of tive huodred tons and upwards from the 
two percent. tax imposed in the uinety-tourth section of 
We interval revcuue act ot 1°64. 

TAX COMMISSIONERS FOR FLORIMN. 

Mr. SLOAN, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to trancmit to this Louse a copy of the reportof Hon. Aus 
tin South, appointed by the Treasury Departmenutto inves 
tigate the conduct of the board of tax commissioners for 
the district of Plocida, together with the evidence accom 
panying ihe same; and alo to transmit copies of any com 
muuicuions made by tie sureties of any of such tax 
comunissioners, asking to be relieved from liability on the 
Official bounds of said commission ; and toinformthe louse 
what, if any, action bas been taken on said reportand com- 


MuUMeavons, aod Lic reasons Lherelor. 


NAVY-YAKD AT OSWEGO, NEW YORK. 

Mr. LITTLEJOLIN, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill to provide for the establishment 
of a navy-yard and depot at Oswego, in the State 
of New York; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on Military Affairs 
ea bill for the better organization of the subsist- 
ence department; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted, and ordered to be printed. 

‘The mouon was agreed to. 


CAPTAIN WINSLOW AND LIEUTENANT CUSHING. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have instructed me 
to report a joint resolution tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain John A. Winslow, and 
also #« joint resolution tendering similar thanks 
to Lieutenant William B. Cushing. [t was my 
Intention to report those resoluuions whenever 
the Committee on Naval Affairs should be called 
upon for reports, In the mean time, however, 
the Senate has passed joint resolutions of the 
same vature, and those resolutions are now on 
the Speaker’s table. I move that they be taken 
up and considered at this time. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Senate joint reso- 
lution No. 83, tendering the thanks of Congress 
to Captain John A. Winslow, United States Navy, 
and to the officers and men under his command 
on board the United Siates steamer Kearsarge, in 
her conflict with the piratical craft, the Alabama, 
in compliance with the President’s recommend- 
ation to Congress of the 5th of December, 1864. 

The joint resolution was read a first and sec- 
ond time, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DESTRUCTION OF TIIE ALBEMARLE, 


The SPEA KERalso laid before the House Sen- 
ate joint resolution No. 84, tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Lieutenant William B. Cushing, 
of the United States Navy, and the officers and 
men who assisted him in lis gallantand perilous 
achievement in destroyitg the rebel steamer Al- 
bemarle, in compliance w.th the President's rec- 
ommendation of December 5, 1864; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be read 


a third time, and it was accordingly read the third || 


time, and passed. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 


passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
FOREIGN POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, from the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs, reported the following resolu- 


tion, and demanded the previous question on its | 


adoption: 


Resolved, That Congress has a constitutional right to an 
authoritative voice in declaringand preseribing the foreign 
policy of the United States, as well in the recognition of 
new Powers as in other matters; and itis the constitu 
tional duty of the President to respect that policy not less 
in diplomatic negotiations than in the use of the national 
force when authorized by law; and the propriety of any 
declaration of foreign policy by Congress is sufficiently 
proved by the vote which pronounces it; and such propo- 


| sition while pending and undetermined is not a fit topie of 


diplomatic explanation with any toreign Power, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question celalieil: 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays on the 
mssage of the resolation. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The resolution was again read, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH moved that the resolu- 


| tion be laid on the table. 


Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 69, nays 63, not voting 50; 
as follows: 


Y ELAS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Baily, | 


Join D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blair, Bout- 
well, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, 
Thomas ‘T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, 
Hotchkiss, John H, Hubbard, Hulburd, lugersoll, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Litticjohn, Long- 
year, Marvin, McBride, McIndoe, Samuel FP. Miller, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Danie! Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Norton, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pom- 


eroy, Price, Alexauder Ul. Rice, Edward LU. Rollins, Sco- | 


field, Shannon, Smith, Spalding, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, 
Elihu B, Washburne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, 
Wheeler, Wilson, Windoin, and Woodbridge—69. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Alien, William J. Allen, Alli- | 


son, Ancona, Ashley, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Blow, 


| Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanter, Cox, Cravens, Henry | 


Winter Davis, 


Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, El- | 


dridge, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Griswold, Harding, Her- | 
} rick, Holman, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenekes, Philip John- 
| son, Kaibfleisch, Kernan, King, Knox, Law, Le Biond, 


Loan, Mallory, Marey, McAllister, William H. Miller, 
James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, Odell, John O'Neill, 
Orth, Pendleton, Perry, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, 
Schenck, Sloan, Smithers, Starr, Johu B. Steele, William 
G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Stuart, Sweat, Townsend, 
Wadsworih, and Yeaman—o3. 

NOT VOTING—Meesrs. Brandegee,William G. Brown, 
Freeman Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Creswell, Dumout, Eng- 
lish, Fenton, Prank, Gooctt, Grider, Hall, Harrington, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Hooper, Hutchins, 
William Johnsou, Julian, Kasson, Knapp, Lazear, Long, 
MeClurg, McDowell, McKinney, Middicton, Nelson, 
Pruyn, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, Robinson, Ro- 
gers, James S. Rollins, Rots, Scott, Strouse, Thayer, Van 
Valkenburgh, Voorlices, Ward,Webster, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, Williams, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, aud Fervando Wood—50. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, not being within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to record 
his vote. 

Mr. LE BLOND objected. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was laid on the table; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRIVILEGED QUESTION. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 


rise toa privileged question. I desire to be re- 


Mr. Speaker, I | 


lieved by the House of Representatives from fur- | 
ther service on the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 


I am willing, sir, to take all of the responsibil- 


ities that are connected with any service upon | 


which the House of Representatives shall place | 


me; but when in the course of the discharge of 
those duties [| find myself unfortunately differ- 
ing in opinion from the majority of the House, I 
do not consider it is proper | should longer con- 


tinue to hold any such position, The vote which 


| 
| 
| 


j 


December 15, 


— 





The House, on my motion, on the unanimous 
recommendation of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, at the last session, passed a resolution 


| declaring the policy of this Government touching 
g 


| the repablies of America, 





; ence 


It was adopted unan- 
imously. It went to the Senate, and there it lies, 
It had not been passed three days before the 
officer charged with the foreign correspondence 
of this Government directed our representatives 
abroad virtually to apologize to the French Goy- 
ernment for the resolution adopted by the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, and in that correspond- 
ence presumed to impeach Congress of usurpa- 
tion in undertaking to preseribe to the President 
the rules which should guide him in the foreign 
policy of the United States. 

That correspondence was made the subject of 
a circular by the French Government to all of the 
Governimentsof the world,to let them understand 
that the Congress of the United States had no 
right to speak with authority in the foreign affairs 
of the Government, and that nothing was to be 
regarded except the will and declarations of the 
Executive. In the debates that took place in the 
French Assembly the world was given to under- 
stand, by the member representing the emperor, 
that the passage of the resolution touching Mex- 
ican affairsand French intrusion into Mexico was 
a momentary outburst of passion on the part of 
the Representatives of the American people like 
that which occurred when Messrs. Mason and 
Slidell were arrested on board the Trent, but 
which did not prevent the Federal Government 
from giving up the two prisoners. The world was 
given to understand, on the authority of the Sec- 
retary of State, by the imperial Government, that 
Congress is such a thing as the French Assembly, 
the docile reflex of the executive will, its resolu- 
tion a vain and presumptuous usurpation. The letter 
of the Secretary of State was in a tone that was not 
respectful to the dignity and the authority of the 
House of Representatives. And if that letter lays 
down the law of the land—and this House by its 
vote to-day says it Re ee have no right 
to a Committee on Foreign Affairs, and | am no 
child to play at doing that which you have no right 
to do. The Secretary of State, before all Europe, 
in a matter of the greatest moment, slapped the 
House of Representatives in the face in his cor- 
respondence with the French Government, and 
the House of Representatives says it will not even 
assert its dignity. The House of Representatives 
is theappropriate and adequate guardian of its own 
dignity, Sir, | am the only guardian of my own 
dignity; and after this vote and that correspond- 

Ven humbly but respectfully ask to be 
excused from further service upon the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. COX. | feel constrained to object to reliev- 
ing my colleague from service on the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, but if the House insist upon 
excusing him, I ask the same privilege myself, and 
desire to be excused from service upon that com- 
mittee. I have no doubt gentlemen will accord 
that privilege to me very readily, and perhaps 
excuse me from all committees, if that is their 
pleasure. The Committee on Foreign Affairs 


| have had little to do since this Congress began. 





The House sent them this resolution for their 
consideration. The gentleman from Maryland 
examined the question committed to the commit- 
tee with great care, great deliberation, and great 
learning, as his report, which has been sent to this 
House, will show. That report will challenge 
the admiration of everybody except those who 
are not perhaps diligent enough to read the pro- 
ceedings of Congress, or too ignorant to under- 
stand the diplomatic history of the country. 
Mr. Speaker, by an examination of that report, 


| which has nothing of a partisan character in it, 


everybody would be satisfied that Congress has 
some voice, at least, in the foreign affairs of this 
country, and in the diplomatic arrangements by 
which our peace is kept with all the world. Prece- 
dent after precedent is cited where Congress.has 
again and again recognized foreign Governments, 
and we all know the precedents with respect to 
voting appropriations to carry out treaties, In 
which the voice of Congress has been omnipotent 
with respect to our foreign relations. And there 
is no reason why the voice of the chairman of our 
committee, or the voice of that committee itself, 


has been just passed by the House is one which || should not have been treated respectfully in this 
|| House. The House passed a resolution vindicat- 


| will allow of no other construction, 




















